
   
Magazine for the Parish of Meir Heath & Normacot 

THE BEACON 

December 2014        60p 



 2 2

December 24 Christmas Eve 

How do you celebrate Christmas Eve? It 
has its own customs, the most popular 
of which is going to Midnight Mass, or 
the Christ-Mas. This is the only Mass of 
the year which is allowed to start after 
sunset. In Catholic countries such as 
Spain, Italy and Poland, Midnight Mass 
is in fact the most important church 
service of the entire Christmas season, 
and many people traditionally fast     
beforehand. In other countries, such as 
Belgium and Denmark, people dine  
during the evening, and then go on to 
the Midnight Service. 
The English are behind some countries 
when it comes to exchanging presents: 
in Germany, Sweden and Portugal the 
custom is to exchange on Christmas 
Eve. But the English are ahead of    
Serbia and Slovakia, where the     
Christmas tree is not even brought into 
the house and decorated until      
Christmas Eve. 
Yule logs are not so popular since the 
decline of the fireplace, but traditionally 
it was lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of 
the previous year’s log, and then would 
be burned non-stop until 12th Night 
(6th January). Tradition also decreed 
that any greenery such as holly, ivy or 
mistletoe must wait until Christmas Eve 
until being brought into the house. 

Christmas: Why does it begin at 
midnight with Holy Communion? 

The hour was first chosen at Rome in 
the fifth century to symbolise the idea 
that Christ was born at midnight – a 
mystical idea in no way hindered by  
historical evidence! No one knows the 
hour of his birth. Certainly in recent 
times, Holy Communion at midnight on 
Christmas morning has proved popular 
with modern families. One British writer 
pointed out its “domestic convenience” 
in 1947: “for where there are children 
and no servants, husband and wife may 
be unable to communicate at any other 
time.” (So things don’t change, then!) 



 3 

How much of modern Christmas is in the Bible? One in 10 young 
adults think that Father Christmas appears in the Bible, while others 
take it for granted that a Christmas tree appeared in the nativity story. 
Others take the carol ‘Away in a Manger’ literally, and believe that   
Jesus never cried as a baby. Many also believe that Mary riding on a 
donkey is specifically mentioned; and a full third of young people    
believe that the Bible records 25 December as the date of Jesus’ birth. 
The recent ComRes survey was conducted for the Christian Institute 

C hristmas and St Luke’s Gospel          
It is to St Luke’s wonderful gospel 
that many Christians turn as the 
year draws to a close and     

Christmas approaches, for it is to St Luke 
that we owe the fullest account of the      
nativity. Luke alone tells us the story of 
Mary and the angel’s visit to her, and has 
thus given the Church the wonderful     
Magnificat of Mary. Luke alone tells us the 
story of Simeon’s hymn of praise, thus    
giving us the wonderful Nunc Dimmittis.  
Imagine an Anglican evensong without the 
Nunc Dimmittis. Luke alone tells us the   
story of how the angels appeared to the 
shepherds and how the shepherds then   
visited the infant Jesus. So – imagine 
Christmas cards and nativity scenes every 
year without the shepherds arriving to visit 
baby Jesus. Imagine school nativity plays 
without our children dressed as shepherds 
or sheep. So – thank you, Luke! 

Braving those Christmas shopping crowds, or a ending packed Christmas par es or concerts can be very good for your 
mental health. It seems that ‘social iden ty’ is a key factor in predic ng posi ve emo ons, and that social iden fica on 
with a crowd helps us to enjoy busy places. The research was done by psychologists from the universi es of Sussex, St An-
drews and Leeds. They found that some people even enjoy their daily rush hour commute.  But as father David pointed out 
how far from the Christmas message do images like the one below highlight human greed ? 
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                            LLetter from America 

 Apparently the White House referred to Christmas Trees as Holiday 
Trees for the first time this year which prompted CBS presenter, 
Steven Levy, to present this piece which I would like to share with 
you. I think it applies just as much to many countries as it does to 
America. 
Only hope we find GOD again before it is too late!! 
The following was written by Steven Levy and recited by him on CBS Sunday Morning    
Commentary. 
My confession: 
I don't like getting pushed around for being a Jew, and I don't think Christians like getting 
pushed around for being Christians. I think people who believe in God are sick and tired of 
getting pushed around, period. I have no idea where the concept came from, that America is 
an explicitly atheist country. I can't find it in the Constitution and I don't like it being shoved 
down my throat... 
Or maybe I can put it another way: where did the idea come from that we should worship   
celebrities and we aren't allowed to worship God as we understand Him? I guess that's a 
sign that I'm getting old, too. But there are a lot of us who are wondering where these         
celebrities came from and where the America we knew went to. 
In light of the many jokes we send to one another for a laugh, this is a little different: This is 
not intended to be a joke; it's not funny, it's intended to get you thinking. 
In light of recent events... terrorists attacks, school shootings, etc.. I think it started when 
Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she was murdered, her body found a few years ago) complained 
she didn't want prayer in our schools, and we said OK. Then someone said you better not 
read the Bible in school... The Bible says thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not steal, and love 
your neighbour as yourself. And we said OK. 
Then Dr. Steven Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't spank our children when they              
misbehave, because their little personalities would be warped and we might damage their 
self-esteem (Dr. Spock's son committed suicide). We said an expert should know what he's 
talking about.. And we said okay.. 
Now we're asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they don't know right 
from wrong, and why it doesn't bother them to kill strangers, their classmates, and          
themselves. 
Probably, if we think about it long and hard enough, we can figure it out. I think it has a great 
deal to do with 'WE REAP WHAT WE SOW.' 
Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then wonder why the world's going to 
hell. Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says.   
Funny how you can send 'jokes' through e-mail and they spread like wildfire, but when you 
start sending messages regarding the Lord, people think twice about sharing. Funny how 
lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace, but public          
discussion of God is suppressed in the school and workplace. 
Are you laughing yet? 
Funny how we can be more worried about what other people think of us than what God 
thinks of us. 
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From the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends 

Christmas is once more nearly upon us. We are already being bombarded by the 
usual TV adverts for toys and gifts; the pressure to see Christmas as a purely   
secular event designed for spending and ‘celebrating’ (celebrating what, though?) 
is again being applied and, yet again, all the paraphernalia of ’the season’ has 
been dragged out of store. 

As Christians, however much we may question some of the commercial aspects of 
Christmas, we have good reason to celebrate—for the coming of God into the 
world as a baby in Bethlehem 2000 years ago changes the world forever and gives 
it its true meaning. Having, a few months ago, knelt in that cave where Christ was 
born, really brings home the actuality of the incarnation to me. 

Yet, amidst all the celebrations, both Christian and secular, let us spare a thought, 
a prayer and perhaps some practical help for those Christian communities      
struggling to survive in the Middle East, the area in which Christianity was born, 
has existed for 2000 years but is now facing the very real threat of extinction at the 
hands of militant Islamic fundamentalists. Whatever we can do to help our fellow 
Christians there, we should do—not least because of the very real debt we owe to 
their communities for having given us our faith and, with it, our Christmas           
celebrations. 

Ann and I wish you all a blessed and peaceful Christmas and a happy and       
prosperous New Year. 

Yours ever 

Fr David 

A Blessed and Peaceful Christmas 
to all our friends at  

Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
With love from Fr David, Ann and Hannah 

 

In lieu of Christmas cards this year we have 
made a donation to Christian Solidarity Worldwide 
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    What Love means to a 4-8 year old...  
Slow down for three minutes to read this. It is so worth it.  
Touching words from the mouth of babes..  

A group of professional people posed this ques on to a group of 4 to 8 year-olds, 'What does love 
mean?'  
The answers they got were broader and deeper than anyone could have imagined  
See what you think: 

'When my grandmother got arthri s, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore.. So my 
grandfather does it for her all the me, even when his hands got arthri s too. That's love.' ~ Rebecca- 
age 8  
'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that your name is safe 
in their mouth.' ~ Billy - age 4  
'Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each 
other.' ~ Karl - age 5  
'Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give 
you any of theirs.' ~ Chrissy - age 6  
'Love is what makes you smile when you're red.' ~ Terri - age 4  
'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make 
sure the taste is OK.' ~ Danny - age 7  
'Love is when you kiss all the me. Then when you get red of kissing, you s ll want to be together and 
you talk more. My Mommy and Daddy are like that. They look gross when they kiss' ~ Emily - age 8  
'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.' ~ Bobby -age 
7 (Wow!)  
'If you want to learn to love be er, you should start with a friend who you hate' ~ Nikka - age 6 (we need 
a few million more Nikka's on this planet)  
'Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it everyday.' ~ Noelle - age 7  
'Love is like a li le old woman and a li le old man who are s ll friends even a er they know each other 
so well.' ~ Tommy - age 6  
'During my piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I looked at all the people watching me and 
saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared anymore.' ~ Cindy - 
age 8  
'My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don't see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night.' ~ 
Clare - age 6  
'Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.' ~ Elaine-age 5  
'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and s ll says he is handsomer than Robert Red-
ford.' ~ Chris - age 7  
'Love is when your puppy licks your face even a er you le  him alone all day.' ~ Mary Ann - age 4  
'I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has to go out and buy new 
ones.' ~ Lauren - age 4  
'When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and li le stars come out of you.' (what an 
image) ~ Karen - age 7  
'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and she doesn't think it's gross..' ~ Mark - age 6  
'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot.   
People forget.' ~ Jessica - age 8  
The winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbour was an elderly gentleman who had     
recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the li le boy went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed 
onto his lap, and just sat there. When his Mother asked what he had said to the neighbour, the li le boy 
said, 'Nothing, I just helped him cry' 
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Church Calendar Dates – December 2014 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, including the 

inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed on church no ce boards.  
 

 
Wednesday  3rd  St Francis Xavier, Priest 
Thursday  4th  St John of Damascus, Priest & Doctor 
Saturday  6th  St Nicholas, Bishop 
Monday   8th  Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
Friday   12th Our Lady of Gaudalupe 
Saturday  13th St Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 
Wednesday  17th O Sapientia 
Thursday  18th O Adonai 
Friday   19th O Radix 
Saturday  20th O Clavis 
Sunday   21st  Advent 4/O Oriens 
Monday   22nd O Rex 
Tuesday   23rd O Emmanuel 
Wednesday  24th Christmas Eve 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT OF THE CHURCH: 
 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL  POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH  
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.      

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT THE 
POLICE on 101 

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

(Romans 15:13, WEB) 
 



 8 

PCC Meeting 
 

No Meeting in December 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Fr David at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like 
a visit (sick, housebound or in  

hospital) please speak to Fr David, 
or ring 398585 to advise him of the 

details.  Many thanks. 
Please don’t assume that someone 

else will have told him. 
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Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 

Saturday 13th December 
Chester Shops & Christmas Market 
9.30am-5.30pm 
Cost: £12 adults / £8 children 
 

Friday 19th December 
Moddershall Oaks  
Christmas Meal & Disco 
 

Saturday 24th January  2015 Burns Supper 
Cost: £18 to  
include meal  
(with haggis taster!)  
and glass of whisky. 

PRIZES NEEDED FOR 
RAFFLES PLEASE ! 



 10 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
     Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm 
St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 

CCommemorative Chair Plaques  
At Holy Evangelists’ 
 

Would you like a loved one remembered 
with a commemorative plaque on one of 
our chairs? 
 

The cost would be £20 and it will both 
raise valuable funds for the church and 
be a lasting reminder of your family member in this 
place.  
 

Please see Julie Kent if you are interested. 

Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th Anniversary  
Celebrations 

 

If you have any photos please hand them 
in to the Parish Office (they can be scanned so you 

don’t need to leave the  originals).  Also a description of 
any other memorabilia you are prepared to lend.  

Many thanks. 
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Attendance and Collection Information: October 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

5th  
Benefice Mass 

83 83 17 

12th 91 95 26 

19th 79 84 22 

26th 73 76 21 

Average Weekly collection £492.28 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

12

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
Baptisms:  
Holy Evangelists’ None 
St Francis’ Millie Rose and Evie Maria Logan on 22nd November 2014 
Weddings: None 
Funerals:
Holy Evangelists’ None 
St Francis’ Christopher Lockett on 2nd December 2014 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children  
under 4    

Holy Evangelists’ 
Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

families@mhandn.org 

Tiddlers 
Our Parent & Toddler 

 group for children  
 under 4    

St Francis’ 
Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
WILL BE STARTING AFTER 

CHRISTMAS. PLEASE WATCH 
OUT FOR FURTHER  

INFORMATION 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
 

Many thanks to Nicky who came to our meeting on 17th        
November with some of her beautiful craft work. We had a really 
fun afternoon and “had a go” at making Christmas  decorations. I sat 
back for a few minutes and gave thanks to our Lord for the wonderful 
fellowship we all share, it was so good to hear our church filled with 
laughter. 

 

Diary Dates 
 

1st December—Lunch at Oak Tree Farm 
Meet at 12:00 for 12:30 

 

8th December—Deanery Carol Service  
Holy Evangelists at 2:00pm 

Fr David leading our worship (refreshments afterwards) 
 

15th December—Meeting Cancelled 
 

Next meeting 19th January 2015 
AGM followed by “Bring & Share” 

 

Annual Subs now due: £19.50 
 

Finally I would like to say a very big thank you to both members and non 
members for your continued support. Due to your help and support we 
have yet again been able to donate to many charities both locally and 
abroad. 
A detailed account of monies in and out will be given at our AGM in  
January 2015. 
I wish you a peaceful, joyful Christmas. 
My love 
Jenny 

15

Arthur is 90 years old. He’s played golf every day since his re rement 25 years ago. 
One day he arrives home looking downcast. That’s it, he tells his wife. I’m giving up golf. My 
eyesight has got so bad. Once I’ve hit the ball, I can’t see where it went. 
His wife sympathizes. As they sit down, she has a sugges on: Why don’t you take my brother 
Harry with you, and give it one more try. 
That’s no good, sighs Arthur. Your brother Harry is 103 years old. He can’t help. 
He may be a hundred and three, says the wife, but his eyesight is perfect.
So the next day, Arthur heads off to the golf course with his brother-in-
law Harry. 
Arthur tees up, takes an almighty swing, and squints down the fairway. 
He turns to Harry and says. Did you see the ball? 
Of course I did! Says Harry. I have perfect eyesight. 
Where did it go? Asks Arthur. Can’t remember. Says Harry. 
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PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 
 

Please note that in January 2015 the cost of The Beacon will 
rise to 70p per issue / £7 for the year paid in advance. 
We’re sorry to have to do this but the cost of producing the 
magazine increases every year. 
If you have a yearly subscrip on you can now access the 
current magazines online (in full colour) at our website 
www.mhandn.org. Contact Ann in the office for details and 
to receive a password. Older issues can be accessed by  

 everyone. 
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The Poli cally Correct Christmas Party 
MEMO: 
FROM: Pa y Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 01 
RE: Christmas Party 
I'm happy to inform you that the company Christmas Party 
will take place on December 21, star ng at noon in the 
private func on room at the Grill House. There will be a 
cash bar and plenty of drinks! We'll have a small band 
playing tradi onal carols...feel free to sing along. And 
don't be surprised if our CEO shows up dressed as Santa 
Claus! A Christmas tree will be lit at 1:00pm. Exchange of 
gi s among employees can be done at that me; however, 
no gi  should be over $10.00 to make the giving of gi s 
easy for everyone's pockets. This gathering is only for  
employees! Our CEO will make a special announcement at 
that me! Merry Christmas to you and your family. 
Pa y  

MEMO: 
FROM: Pa y Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 02 
RE: Holiday Party 
In no way was yesterday's memo intended to exclude our 
Jewish employees. We recognize that Chanukah is an       
important holiday, which o en coincides with Christmas, 
though unfortunately not this year. However, from now on 
we're calling it our "Holiday Party." The same policy applies 
to any other employees who are not Chris ans or those s ll 
celebra ng Reconcilia on Day. There will be no Christmas 
tree present. No Christmas carols sung. We will have other 
types of music for your enjoyment. 
Happy now? Happy Holidays to you and your family. 
Pa y  

MEMO: 
FROM: Pa y Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 03 
RE: Holiday Party 
Regarding the note I received from a member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous reques ng a non-drinking table ... you didn't 
sign your name. I'm happy to accommodate this request, 
but if I put a sign on a table that reads, "AA Only"; you 
wouldn't be anonymous anymore. How am I supposed to 
handle this? 
Somebody? Forget about the gi s exchange, no gi s      
exchange are allowed since the union members feel that 
$10.00 is too much money and execu ves believe $10.00 is 
a li le chintzy. 
NO GIFTS EXCHANGE WILL BE ALLOWED.  

MEMO: 
FROM: Pa y Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 04 
RE: Holiday Party 
What a diverse group we are! I had no idea that December 20 
begins the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which forbids 
ea ng and drinking during daylight hours. There goes the   
party! Seriously, we can appreciate how a luncheon at this 

me of year does not accommodate our Muslim employees' 
beliefs. Perhaps the Grill House can hold off on serving your 
meal un l the end of the party- or else package everything for 
you to take it home in li le foil doggy baggy. Will that work? 
Meanwhile, I've arranged for members of Weight Watchers to 
sit farthest from the dessert buffet and pregnant women will 
get the table closest to the restrooms. 
Gays are allowed to sit with each other. Lesbians do not have 
to sit with Gay men, each will have their own table. Yes, there 
will be flower arrangement for the Gay men's table. To the 
person asking permission to cross dress, no cross-dressing 
allowed though. 
We will have booster seats for short people. 
Low-fat food will be available for those on a diet. We cannot 
control the salt used in the food we suggest for those people 
with high blood pressure to taste first. There will be fresh 
fruits as dessert for Diabe cs, the restaurant cannot supply 
"No Sugar" desserts. Sorry! Did I miss anything?!?!?Pa y  

MEMO: 
FROM: Pa y Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All F#$*&%** Employees 
DATE: October 05 
RE: F&*%#$&* Holiday Party 
Vegetarian %£&!* I've had it with you people!!! We're 
going to keep this party at the Grill House whether you 
like it or not, so you can sit quietly at the table furthest 
from the "grill of death," as you so quaintly put it, and 
you'll get your f#$@&*% salad bar, including organic 
tomatoes. But you know, tomatoes have feelings, too. 
They scream when you slice them. I've heard them 
scream. I'm hearing them scream right NOW! I hope you 
all have a ro en holiday! Drive drunk and get caught, 
The Bitch from HELL!!!!!!!! 

MEMO: 
FROM: Joan Bishop, Ac ng Human Resources Director 
TO: All Employees
I'm sure I speak for all of us in wishing Pa y Lewis a speedy        
recovery and I'll con nue to forward your cards to her. In the 
mean me, management has decided to cancel our Holiday Party  

4 

2 
1 

3 

6 

5 



 18 

A young monk 
arrives at the monastery. He is assigned to helping 
the other monks in copying the old canons and 
laws of the church by hand. He no ces, however, 
that all of the monks are copying from copies, not 
from the original manuscript. So, the new monk 
goes to the head abbot to ques on this, poin ng 
out that if someone made even a small error in the 
first copy, it would never be picked up! In fact, that 
error would be con nued in all of the subsequent 
copies. The head monk, says, "We have been     
copying from the copies for centuries, but you 
make a good point, my son." He goes down into the 
dark caves underneath the monastery where the 
original manuscripts are held as archives in a locked 
vault that hasn't been opened for hundreds of years. Hours go by and nobody sees the 
old abbot. So, the young monk gets worried and goes down to look for him. He sees him 
banging his head against the wall and wailing. "We missed the R! We missed the R! We 
missed the R!" His forehead is all bloody and bruised and he is crying uncontrollably. The 
young monk asks the old abbot, "What's wrong, father?" With a choking voice, the old 
abbot replies, "The word was...CELEBRATE!!!"  

Nine Thoughts to Ponder?? 
9 - Death is the number 1 killer in the world. 

8 - Life is sexually transmi ed. 
7- Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die. 

6 - Men have two emo ons: hungry and frisky  and they can't tell them apart. 
5 - Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person to use the internet and they won't 

bother you for weeks, months, maybe years. 
4 - Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital, dying of nothing. 

3 - All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no a en on to cri cism. 
2 - In the 60's, people took Acid to make the world weird. Now the world is weird, and people take     

Prozac to make it normal. 
1- Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today might burn your ass tomorrow. 

 
And as someone recently said to me: Don't worry about old age; it doesn't last that long. 
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St Francis 75th Anniversary 2015 
"The Children's Church" - celebra ng 75 years at 
the heart of the community 

In 1940, the country was embroiled in a world 
war. However, in one small corner of Staffordshire 
a happy event was taking place - the consecra on 
of a new church, St Francis, Meir Heath. At the 

me, it was known as the 'Children's Church'     
because it was part-funded by money raised from 
church schools in the diocese. Over the last 75 years, the parish has seen huge changes 
and this anniversary provides a  perfect opportunity to record the history of the parish 
for the benefit of future genera ons as well as celebra ng the changes in industry,   
history, culture and, of course, worship that has taken place over the last 8 decades. 
We want to ensure a las ng legacy that is accessible to all, using events, ac vi es,   
services and digital media par cularly to excite and engage all parishioners, including 
young people and families, with their local heritage and the church that has been at 
the heart of it all since 1940. 

The events taking place throughout the year truly include something for everyone ... 

Fashion, movies and music through the decades.  

Lectures on a variety of subjects – local history, industrial heritage, Meir Park 
WW2 airfield. 

Trips to other related heritage sites 

Food – two food based events are planned – a Ra on Book meal and a 70’s 
supper. 

Displays of memorabilia and photographs. 

Community Weekend – a fun programme of ac vi es bringing together a 
range of local groups and historic displays including vintage vehicles,           
mini-steam train rides, heritage games and toys through the decades, flower 
fes val and more. 

Special services and themed Lent and Advent courses. 

Turin Shroud exhibi on. 

Collec on of oral memories on DVD and website 
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We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in our bid to the Heritage 
Lo ery Fund for a grant, which will go a long way towards funding some of these      
heritage events, in par cular the produc on of a professional DVD and website, so that 
they can be shared by as many members of the parish as possible. The website will  
contain the DVD, other recordings and scans of any historical photos or documents   
collected during the year.  Items of memorabilia that are donated during the year will 
form a permanent display at St Francis – if you have anything of interest from any of 
the decades, get in touch with Ann in the office. So if you have a ra on book, gas mask, 
posters, commemora ve china, old phones, radios, toys, games, and of course photos, 
do get in touch, Our aim is to provide a las ng record and interest with the history and 
heritage of our local area, its people, industry and St Francis Church's role in providing 
pastoral care and support to the community, not only in the past, but in the future. 

The Anniversary celebra ons need YOU - None of this can happen without the help of 
volunteers from our parish, members of the church and other groups and                     
organisa ons. Over the next few weeks we will be appealing for commitment from   
volunteers with a wide variety of skills to help with events and ac vi es taking place 
throughout 2015. These include: 

Collec ng, colla ng and record historical informa on and memorabilia          
(training given) 

Conduc ng oral history interviews (training given) 

Refreshments 

Stewarding at events 

Helping with displays 

Costume making and set building 

Se ng up and packing away before and a er events 

Adver sing and other forms of promo on 

...and much more 

Key diary dates of events are shown on the events 
calendar on the next page some of these are          
provisional. A full metable will be available by      
January 2015. 
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January 11 Benefice mass (St Francis) 
  17 Messy Church 
  24 Burns Supper 
February 10 TALK – History of the area 
  20 Movie – 1940s 
  21 Movie – for children 1940s 
  24 Lent course begins (changes in liturgy through the decades) 
March 7-8 Children’s pilgrimage to Walsingham 
  28 Messy Church 
April 17 Movie – 1950s 
  18 Movie – for children 1950s 
  28 TALK – Local mining industry 
May 9 TRIP – Na onal Mining Museum 
  12 Movie – 1960s 
  15-17 Walsingham Pilgimage 
  16 Movie – for children 1960s 
June 6 Messy Church 
  9 TALK – Meir Park Aerodrome 
  14 TRIP – Cosford Air Show 
  19 Stoke, Smoke and Sandbags – original drama by Shelley Brooker 
    Ra on Book Supper 
  26 Movie – 1970s 
  27 Movie – for children 1970s 
July 3-5 COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 
  19 Benefice mass (Holy Evangelists) 
August 8 TRIP - Ceramics heritage 
  14 Movie – 1980s 
  15 Movie – for children 1980s 
September 8 TALK – History of St Francis church 
  12 70s supper 
  18 Movie – 1990s 
  19 Movie – for children 1990s 
  26 TRIP – St Francis Friar Park (Possible date for pilgrimage to Assisi) 
October 4 St Francis Day 
  5-10 Turin Shroud Exhibi on at St Francis Church 
  16 Movie – 2000s 
  17 Movie – for children 2000s 
  25 Grand Fes val Mass 
November 8 Remembrance Sunday (focussing on WWII) 

  20 Fashion Show through the decades 
  28 Autumn Fayre 
December 1 Advent course begins 
  31 Parish Party and look back over the year’s celebra ons 

75th Anniversary 
Diary Dates 
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1. Two blondes walk into a building ........you'd think at least one of them would have seen it. 
3. I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day - but I couldn't find any. 
4. My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong currant pulled him in. 
5. A man came round in hospital after a serious accident. He shouted, 'Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!' 
The doctor replied, 'I know you can't, I've cut your arms off'. 
6. I went to a seafood disco last week and pulled a muscle. 
7. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly. They lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all 
that you can't have your kayak and heat it too. 
9. Man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry growing out of his head. 
Doc says 'I'll give you some cream to put on it.' 
10. 'Doc I can't stop singing 'The Green, Green Grass of Home' 
'That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome. ' 
'Is it common?' 
'It's not unusual.' 
11. A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. 'My dog is cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for him?' 
'Well,' said the vet, 'let's have a look at him' 
So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth. Finally, he says, 'I'm going to have 
to put him down.' 'What? Because he's cross-eyed?' 
'No, because he's really heavy'. 
12. An Irish girl got engaged to an Eskimo. It didnt last. She broke it off. 
13. What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh. 
14. Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking battery acid, and the other was eating fireworks. 
They charged one and let the other one off. 
15. 'You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left a little note on the 
windscreen. It said, 'Parking Fine.' So that was nice.' 
16. A man walked into the doctor's, he said, 'I've hurt my arm in several places' 
The doctor said, 'Well don't go there any more' 
17. Ireland's worst air disaster occurred early this morning when a small two-seater Cessna plane crashed 
into a cemetery. Irish search and rescue workers have recovered 2826 bodies so far and expect that   
number to climb as digging continues into the night 

The End is Near:-  
His nurse, his wife, his daughter and 2 sons, are with him. 
He asks for 2 witnesses to be present and a camcorder be in place to record his last wishes, and when all 
is ready 
he begins to speak:- "My son Bernie, I want you to take the Mayfair houses. “My daughter Sybil, you 
take the apartments over in the east end." 
"My son Jamie, I want you to take the offices over in the City Centre." 
"Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the residen al buildings on the banks of the river." 
The nurse and witnesses are blown away as they did not realize his extensive holdings, and as Doug slips 
away, the nurse says, "Mrs. Smith, your husband must have been such a hard-working man to have     
accumulated all this property".
Sarah replies, "Property ? ....the numpty has a large paper round!"  
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SSmall Groups in Church 

One of the hallmarks of good churches is the development of small groups, These 
allow people, both from within the congrega on and beyond, to come together for 
a me of fellowship, prayer and study in a different se ng from the normal       
worship in church. 
Already we have a few ‘small groups’ - the Rosary group, the Walsingham Cell and 
so on and we also come together in a larger group a couple of mes a year for Lent 
and Advent courses. 

However, since our dear friend Heather Pepper died a couple of years ago, we 
haven’t really had Bible Study groups or other such ac vi es. Therefore, a er a 
good deal of me spent working out how it might be best to try to develop this 
side of our life together, it is me we started out by a new launch of such groups. 

The idea is to bring people together, preferably in homes rather than in church, to 
share fellowship and discussion together, over coffee and tea. A leader (who might 
not be the same person as the one providing hospitality) will receive training and 
support from the Vicar and will facilitate the group’s discussions. 

In order to make this work, we need four things! 

People willing to host a group (no more than 8 [people, ideally) in their 
homes; 

A few people willing to lead groups, or to stand in when a leader is unavaila-
ble; 

People willing to come to a group, ideally on a regular basis; 

People willing to make the existence of these groups known and to invite 
friends outside the church to come along! Actually, everyone needs to do this! 

In order to try to get this going, I have provided a form to complete and return,    
either to me, to Ann in the office, or to one of the Wardens. Ideally, I’d like to get 
the groups going in the New Year, mee ng ini ally perhaps once a month or once a 
fortnight, depending on the desires of the group members. However, in order to 
have the me to train group leaders, I would like to have the forms returned to me 
as soon as possible! 

If we are to make this parish grow and thrive, it is essen al that we engage       
whole-heartedly in ac vi es such as this and I hope that we will have your            
encouragement and par cipa on. 
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  What about it?  
 

We had a brilliant, busy time at Messy Church on the 15th    
November. Lots of children (and adults I hasten to add)       
enjoyed a fun time with their children making all sorts of 
things and watching them (many with I’m sure a touch of envy) 

on the Bouncy Castle. It was yet again a lovely 
relaxed couple of hours on what was a rather 
murky day, weather wise.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

We had a special time thinking about those who need our thoughts at this time of 
year and wrote a thought, prayer or the name of someone on a star, whom we felt 
needed our particular prayers. We hung these on our Christmas tree and they were   
especially prayed for in church on the following day, Sunday. We then enjoyed     
together some refreshments and drew the raffle. 
 

It was lovely to see so many people and it would be wonderful to see you all again 
and more at our next Messy Church. 
 

Thank you all for your support. 
 
 

Sue 
Children & Families Worker 

Our theme this time was “Is it Nearly Christmas” and 
the focus was on Christmas activities but the worship 
aspect was the lead up to Christmas of Advent.  

NEXT  Saturday Jan 17th 
2015; 2pm – 4pm.  

 

See you there! 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.me 
tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 
Kits   Furniture 
 

Haberdashery   Craft Materials    Jewellery Making 
 

  Die Cutting Machines   Blinds and Curtains 
 

       Kids Corner 
 

OOpening Times: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Tel: 01782 628780  /  Email: craftyinteriors@hotmail.co.uk 

My wife, Mary, had been a er me for several weeks to paint the wooden seat on our    
toilet. 
Finally, I got around to doing it while Mary was out. 
A er finishing, I le  to take 
care of another ma er before she returned. 
She came in and undressed to take a shower. 
Before ge ng in the shower, she sat on the toilet. 
As she tried to stand up, 
she realized that the not-quite-dry epoxy paint 
had glued her to the toilet seat. 
About that me, I got home and realized her predicament. 
We both pushed and pulled without any success whatsoever. 
Finally, in despera on, I undid the toilet seat bolts. 
Mary wrapped a sheet around herself and I drove her 
to the hospital emergency room. 
The ER Doctor got her into a posi on where he 
could study how to free her 
Mary tried to lighten the embarrassment of it all by saying, 
"Well, Doctor, I'll bet you've never seen anything like this before." 
The Doctor replied, "Actually, I've seen lots of them... 
I just never saw one mounted and framed." 
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     Have you always 

wanted to be a star? 

Volunteers please for early spring (dates to be set) to rehearse for a musical 

play “Stoke, Smoke & Sandbags”. 

The show will be performed at St Francis’ with the children from St Ma hew’s 
School at approximately 7-7.30pm on the 19th June as part of the                  

75th Anniversary celebra ons. It’s about war me in the Po eries with songs of 
the war. Should be great fun! 

Needed: 

Two ladies to act and sing along with the children 

Two gentlemen to act and sing along with the children 

Rehearsals will be one per week at 4pm, then more frequent. 
Commitment must be firm please. 

Also needed: 

Costume lady and helpers (about 2-3) 

Dressing of children and supervision “backstage” 

Selling of ckets 

A pianist if at all possible (obviously must be re red) 

Please ring Shelley Brooker on 01782 330131 for details—leave your name and 
number please. 

WITHOUT YOUR HELP THIS PROJECT CANNOT BE REALISED! 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**C
HURCH GROUPS* 

The Rosary Group at Holy 
Evangelists 

First Tuesday of the 
month at 2.30pm 
NOW CANCELLED FOR THE 

WINTER 

                    St Francis Junior Church 
               Every Sunday  
         (except school holidays)  
       9.30am in the Walchester Room 
NEW STYLE—COME AND SEE WHAT 
                IT’S ALL ABOUT! 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be  
served. Call in for a drink, a chat with friends  
and something more. Feel free to bring your knitting or 
other activity. 

Walsingham Cell 
St Francis’ 

Walchester Room 
At 7.30pm 

No meeting in  
December 
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Be Part of Praying for our Community 
 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I 

am in the midst of them”      Matthew 18:20 
 
God answers our prayers.  
Our community need our united prayers. 
Our church needs our united prayers. 
God answers our prayers, we are not alone. 
Every Thursday morning we have 2 opportunities to be united in prayer for our 
benefice of Meir Heath and Normacot. To be united to pray for specific things and 
to thank God for what He has already blessed us with. 
Our prayers focus totally on our church and the community and not on events in 
our country or the world. 
We pray for schools, businesses, our churches, our community centres, the people 
who live in our neighbourhood. We pray for individually requested prayers. 
I lead the prayers.  
You can be a silent prayerful member of the group or you can share openly your 
prayers. 
Please come and pray for our church and community. 
Adults and children need to be brought to God in prayer and only we (people) can 
do that. 
He loves us beyond what we can imagine but He did not make us robots. He gives us 
life in the fullness of humanity. Jesus (God in human form) knows what being hu-
man is like. We need to ask God for what we feel is needed and God will answer as 
He knows what is best for us.  
 

Come and pray for your community. 
Come and pray for your family and friends. 
Come and pray for your schools, businesses, amenities, local government. 
Be faithful, patient and trusting. 
Wait and watch God work. 
Be expectant. 
God is almighty, Creator of the universe in Him shall we place our trust. 

 
When: Every Thursday morning 
Time: 9.15am; repeated 11.00am 
Where: The Walchester Room ( the side entrance can be used rather 
than through the church) 

 

If you are later than the start time it doesn’t matter please come and  
quietly join us. 

Yours in prayer
Sue 



 34 

ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 

 

October’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (75) Keith Wheeldon 
2nd  £10 (54) Sandra Challinor 
3rd  £5   (102) Edna Hubbert  

Please contact John Fernyhough to join.  
There are numbers available. 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

October’s Draw  
 

1st    £20   (33)    Lily Harvey  
2nd   £10   (32)    Enoch Pritchard 
3rd    £5      (42)    Tracey Johnson  
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into church funds. 
Please let me know if you are interested in having a number in 
our ‘100’ club, or another number to give you more chances of 

winning, as I now have several numbers available.  
 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis '100' Club we 
have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All funds support  

the same cause!  
 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent each month. 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 

The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the       
crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light by accelera ng through the   
intersec on. 
The tailga ng woman was furious and honked her horn, screaming in frustra on, as she 
missed her chance to get through the intersec on, dropping her cell phone and makeup. 
As she was s ll in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of 
a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up.. 
He took her to the police station where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and 
placed in a holding cell. 
A er a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the door. She was 
escorted back to the booking desk where the arres ng officer was wai ng with her        
personal effects. 
He said, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you 
were blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you and cussing a blue streak at 
him. I no ced the 'What Would Jesus Do' bumper s cker, the 'Choose Life' license plate 
holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-School' bumper s cker, and the chrome-plated Chris an 
fish emblem on the trunk, so naturally....I assumed you had stolen the car. 
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St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for December 

 8.00am 9.30am 

7th Judith Plant Richard Whitmore Keith Wheeldon 

14th Richard Whitmore Keith Wheeldon Enoch Pritchard 

21st Chris Beech Judith Plant Lucy Ryan 

28th Chris Beech Judith Plant Lucy Ryan 

  
24th 

11.30pm 
Dawn Roberts and Lucy Ryan 

25th 
8.00am 

Chris Beech 

25th 
10.30am 

Keith Wheeldon and Enoch Pritchard 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for December 

7th 9.30 Chris Goodwin and Terry Barlow 

14th 9.30 Sue Beardmore and Freda Fernyhough 

21st 9.30 John Fernyhough and Arthur Barnard 

28th 9.30 Lily Challinor and Mary Johnson 

 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 

No flowers in Advent 
Christmas Flowers—Flower Team 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for December 

7th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Derek 
Smith 

Mary    
Johnson 

Judith      
Plant 

14th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Dawn    
Roberts 

Mary   
Johnson 

David     
Beardmore 

21st 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Dawn     
Roberts 

Derek     
Smith 

24th 23.30 Derek 
Smith 

David 
Beardmore 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Mike     
Deaville 

25th 10.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Mary   
Johnson 

Dawn     
Roberts 

David     
Beardmore 

28th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Judith  
Plant 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Mike    
Deaville 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for December 

7th Val Meredith, Joan Masterson, Doreen Unwin 

14th Sue Goodwin, Audrey Cahun, Judith Forrester 

21st Yvonne Ryan, Sue Derbyshire, Mrs Lowndes 

28th Paula Whalley, Mrs Boughey, Lily Challinor 

Two senior Citizens are getting married. 
They were discussing the details with their friends. Betty wasn't going to wear a traditional bridal gown 
and she started describing the dress she was planning to wear. 
One of her friends asked what colour shoes she had to go with the dress. 
Betty replied, "Silver." 
At that point, her husband to be chimed in, "Yep silver... to match her hair." 
Shooting a glaring look at Barney, Betty's friend said, "So Barney, I guess you are going barefoot." 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@hotmail.com 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
            Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: Paul Sumner (details as above) 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
 

the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 
 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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Lest we Forget 

Light of the World 

In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was 

in the beginning with 
God. All things were 
made through him. 

Without him was not  
anything made that has 
been made. In him was 
life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness hasn't 

overcome it 

The Word is made flesh 
  

The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw 
his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 
(John 1:14, NHEB) 

 


