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The images on this page and on the front cover I found on Pintrest on the 
web by typing in ‘The transfigura on of Christ” wonderful how the ar sts    

uses of the splashes of colour to represent that God is in every ray of light in 
every  visible and invisible spectrum as the creator. 

The image below ,for me,represents  not only the transfigura on but also the 
triune  Godhead of three in one. 

When Jesus was bap sed a voice was heard from heaven: "You are my Son, 
the Beloved, with you I am well pleased." Here today, as Jesus is at prayer, 

God's voice is heard again "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"   
Feast of the Transfigura on of Our Lord Wed 6th August 
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The Miracle Prayer 
  

Lord Jesus, I come before you, just as I am, I am sorry for 
my sins, I repent of my sins, please forgive me. In your 

Name, I forgive all others for what they have done against 
me. I renounce Satan, the evil spirits and all their works. I 

give you my entire self, Lord Jesus, now and forever.  I   
invite you into my life, Jesus.  I accept you as my Lord, 

God and Saviour. Heal me, change me, strengthen me in 
body, soul, and spirit. 

  
Come Lord Jesus, cover me with your Precious Blood, and 

fill me with your Holy Spirit. I love you Lord Jesus. I 
praise you Jesus. I thank you Jesus.  I shall follow you  

every day of my life.   Amen. 
  

Mary, My Mother, Queen of Peace, St. Peregrine, the    
cancer saint, all the Angels and Saints, please help 

me.  Amen. 
  

Say this prayer faithfully, no matter how you feel. When 
you come to the point where you sincerely mean each 

word with all your heart, Jesus will change your whole life 
in a very special way. You will see. 

   
Prayer © 1993 Peter M. Rookey and Servite Fathers, O.S.M. 
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From the Vicarage - in Umbria 
 

                                                             August 2014 
 

As I write this, I am si ng at a table surrounded by 
the hills, fields and forests of Umbria, the 'green heart 
of Italy', a most beau ful and fer le part of an          
incredibly lovely country. One of the most wonderful 
things about the area around here is not its physical 
beauty, though, nor the man-made beauty of its      
incomparable towns and villages, nor even the history 
which is soaked into the very bones of the land itself. 
Rather, to my mind, it is something which is at one level very humble and even  
unremarkable,  yet which is also an incredibly beau ful and amazing. Along many 
of the roads around here you will find small shrines erected, usually to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, or to a popular local saint. These small shrines,  usually brick built,  
with a niche for a statue, icon or sacred picture, usually display clear signs of at 
least occasional use, having fresh flowers or some mes even lit candles placed in 
the niche or a ached to the structure.  
 

These shrines are a tes mony to the faith of the people, who have, in spite of  
having fallen vic m to almost as much secularism in their daily lives as we in     
Britain have, nevertheless seem to have retained more residual faith than is the 
case in our own country. Here, at least, there seems to be no embarrassment 
about entering a church to pray, to light a candle or to visit the shrine of a saint! 
Whilst this may be more true of the country areas than of the towns and ci es, 
even there it is s ll fairly common to see such wayside shrines and obvious signs 
of devo on in the churches.  
 

A faith which is an everyday faith, a faith which expresses itself in small, frequent 
acts of unselfconscious devo on, is a faith which is to be respected and taken     
seriously. Of course, those who express their faith in God in such ways remain    
human and are therefore prone to the same faults as the rest of humanity. Such 
outward expressions of faith do not, in and of themselves, make someone holy. 
However,  if regularly prac sed with the inten on of worshipping God, these acts 
will go a long way, through the grace of God, to helping a person align themselves 
with God. Habits are formed which, over me, become second nature and totally  
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natural. These help people to live gradually more Chris an lives, lives lived in the 
conscious presence of God. It is no accident that in a land where this has been a 
habit we find the presence of so many saints. Just the other day, we visited the 
small hilltop town of Montefalco. A town which takes li le more than five minutes 
to walk across, this small gem of a place has produced eight canonized saints over 
the centuries. The people of such a place are not, in themselves,  notably more 
holy than are the rest of us. However, by natural and habitual recourse to God 
through prayer and the sacraments,  many of them have so cooperated with God 
that they have been enabled to rise up to the highest  level our humanity is         
capable of. 
 

What, then, does this have to teach us? We live in a land which is becoming very 
hos le to Chris anity, a land which does not take open displays of religious belief 
well, a land which has not encouraged open displays of devo on. We should try 
our best to make a point of being regular in prayer. These prayers need not be long 
or formal, nor need they always to be in the form of intercessions. Just frequent, 
short acts of prayer which serve to bring God to the forefront of our minds on a 
regular basis will do very well. Likewise, we should try to visit the church to pray 
before the Blessed Sacrament and light a candle when we can, ideally at least 
once a week to bring God to the forefront of our minds on a regular basis will do 
very well.  If this is not possible, we should try, at the least, to have a crucifix, an 
icon or a religious statue on open display in our home, as this will bring God more 
frequently to mind. 
 

At the end of the day, the most important thing in our lives should be to come 
closer to God. Any devout and pious prac ce which helps us to a ain this end is a 
good thing and is greatly to be encouraged. When we are en rely comfortable and 
at ease with religious prac ce, then we are most likely to be well on the right path 
to a solid and las ng rela onship with God, one which will transform our lives and 
bring us safely home to him in heaven, our true na ve land. 
 

With every prayer and best wish 
 

Father David     
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PARISH CALENDAR 
 
Sat 2 Aug 2014 
12:00 - 13:00 Bap sm - St Francis (Teddy Rowley) 
 

Tue 5 Aug 2014 
14:30 - 15:30 Rosary Group - Holy Evangelists 
 

Wed 6 Aug 2014 
Transfigura on of the Lord 
09:30 - 10:00 Low Mass - St Francis Lady Chapel - CANCELLED 
19:30 - 20:30 Mass for Transfigura on - St Francis Lady Chapel 
 

Sat 9 Aug 2014 
12:00 - 13:00 Bap sms – Holy Evangelists (Tori, Lucas, Jamie Bra on) 
 

Thu 14 Aug 2014 
Assump on of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
19:30 - 20:00 Sung Mass - St Francis 
 

Mon 18 Aug 2014 
14:00 - 15:30 Mothers' Union - St Francis Walchester Room 
 

Tue 19 Aug 2014 
19:30 - 21:00 Third Tuesday Together - St Francis Church  
 

Fri 22 Aug 2014 
All day Parish Trip to Cambridge / Ely 
 

Sat 23 Aug 2014 
All day Parish Trip to Cambridge / Ely 
 

Sun 24 Aug 2014 
Week 21 / Trinity 10 
11:15 - 12:30 Sung Mass & bap sms (Caeden Elsmore & Cody Shaw)                        
– Holy Evangelists 
 

Mon 25 Aug 2014 
BANK HOLIDAY 

  Fr David and Ann would like to thank everyone          
for the many kind wishes and lovely cards          

received for their 25th wedding anniversary.



 7 

**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

 

NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Pat Mair at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Saint of the Month:  

St John Mary Vianney, Priest 
 

St. John Vianney, Priest (Patron of priests) Feast day -  
August 4. Universally known as the "Cure of Ars)," St. 
John Mary Vianney was ordained a priest in 1815. Three 
years later he was made parish priest of Ars, a remote 
French hamlet, where his reputation as a confessor and director of souls 
made him known throughout the Christian world. His life was one of        
extreme mortification. 
 

Accustomed to the most severe austerities, beleaguered by swarms of 
penitents, and besieged by the devil, this great mystic manifested an        
imperturbable patience. He was a wonderworker loved by the crowds, but 
he retained a childlike simplicity, and he remains to this day the living      
image of the priest after the heart of Christ. 
 

He heard confessions of people from all over the world for the sixteen 
hours each day. His life was filled with works of charity and love. It is     
recorded that even the staunchest of sinners were converted at his mere 
word. He died August 4, 1859, and was canonized May 31, 1925. 
 

He entered seminary formation to become a priest. He had a very difficult 
time. He struggled with all of his studies and he had a particularly difficult 
time with Latin. Many, including his formation directors and instructors in 
the seminary and his own bishop, had very serious doubts that this man, 
who did not have strong intellectual gifts, would be suitable for the     
priesthood. However, John Vianney persevered and finally was ordained a 
priest in 1815. His bishop, acting on his estimation of this new priest as a 
man of few gifts, sent him to the remotest backwater village of his diocese, 
the village of Ars. There Fr. John Vianney spent the rest of his life except 
for one brief period when he tried to flee the duties and pressures of parish 
life and to find a quiet place where he could pray in peace and solitude. 
That was not in God’s plan for him and he soon returned to Ars. 
 

He was a man of great dedication to his call to be a priest and to serve his 
people. He preached in a very simple manner, had a great love of the 
Blessed Sacrament and the Blessed Mother and he had a special devotion 
to St. Philomena. Through his work as a confessor he brought about a  
spiritual renewal that touched not only the people of his parish but all of 
France. He regularly spent 14 to 18 hours a day in the confessional       
surviving on only a few hours of sleep and a diet of boiled potatoes. As the 
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             Junior Church at St Francis’ 
 
                Is in need of volunteers either as  
               Leaders or as Helpers. If you would like              
               to help out or just find out more about 
               it please see Trudi, Sharon or Jane or  
            ask for contact details in the parish office. 

           

                
                    
               
               

word spread of his extraordinary abilities as a confessor, thousands,    
including bishops and aristocracy, made the journey to Ars in order to   
receive his spiritual counsel. Thus a man who started his life as one who 
very few thought would ever amount to anything became, by the time of 
his death in 1859, the vehicle for thousands of conversions. He is, for us 
today, an example of how God works wonderfully through those who 
dedicate their lives to him and who seek to do his will. John Vianney, a 
humble parish priest, is regarded by the Church as one of its great       
figures simply because he was faithful.  
 

John Vianney was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1925. He is the only   
diocesan priest ever to be canonized. He is the patron saint of clergy 
throughout the world. 

 A Prayer for Priests 
 

Lord Jesus, 
we your people 

pray to you for our priests. 
You have given them  
to us for our needs. 
We pray for them 
in their needs… 

Let them see You 
face to face 

in the breaking of the  
Eucharistic Bread. 

 

St John Vianney, 
Patron saint of priests, 

Pray for us. 



 10 

Church Calendar Dates – August 2014 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, 

including the inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed  
on church no ce boards.  

 

Friday  1st St Alphonso Maria de Liguori, Bishop & Doctor 

Monday  4th St John Mary Vianney, Priest 

Wednesday 6th The Transfigura on of the Lord 

Thursday 7th The Holy Name of Jesus 

Friday  8th St Dominic, Priest 

Saturday 9th St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin & Martyr 

Monday  11th St Clare, Virgin 

Tuesday  12th St Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 

Thursday 14th St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr 

Friday  15th The Assump on of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wednesday 20th St Bernard, Abbot & Doctor 

Thursday 21st St Pius X, Pope 

Wednesday 27th St Monica 

Thursday 28th St Augus ne of Hippo, Bishop & Doctor 

Friday  29th The Beheading of St John the Bap st 
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Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 

Friday 22nd-Sunday 24th August 
Parish Trip to Cambridge / Ely 
Staying at Holiday Inn, Cambridge. Cost approx: £150   
No supplement for single rooms. 
 

Saturday 11th October 
Car Boot Sale 
St Francis’ Church Car Park at 8.30am 
£5 per car / £10 per van.  Refreshments on sale in Church Hall. 
 

Saturday 27th September 
Parish Trip to Blackpool 
Adults £14 / Child £8 
 

Friday 17th October 
Murder Mystery Evening - TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Cannock, 7pm 
Cost: £15 including coach and food, bar service available.  
 

Friday 19th December 
Christmas Meal & Disco at Moddershall Oaks.  
Starts 7.30pm. Cost: £37.50 (£10 deposit to Yvonne asap please). 

PRIZES NEEDED FOR  
RAFFLES PLEASE ! 

If you don't know GOD, do not make stupid remarks!!!!!! 
A United States Marine was taking some college courses between assignments. He had 
completed 20 missions in Iraq and Afghanistan . One of the courses had a professor who 
was an avowed atheist. One day the professor shocked the class when he came in. He 
looked to the ceiling and flatly stated, "GOD, if you are real, then I want you to knock me 
off this pla orm...I'll give you exactly 15 min." 
The lecture room fell silent. You could hear a pin drop. Ten minutes went by and the    
professor proclaimed, "Here I am GOD, I'm s ll wai ng." It got down to the last couple of 
minutes when the Marine got out of his chair, went up to the professor, and cold-cocked 
him; knocking him off the pla orm. The professor was out cold.  The Marine went back to 
his seat and sat there, silently. The other students were shocked and stunned, and sat 
there looking on in silence. The professor eventually came to, no ceably shaken, looked 
at the Marine and asked, “What in the world is the ma er with you? Why did you do 
that?" The Marine calmly replied, "GOD was too busy today protec ng America’s soldiers 
who are protec ng your right to say stupid things and act like an idiot. So He sent me." 
The classroom erupted in cheers! 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 18th August 

St Francis’ Walchester Room at 2.00pm 
Afternoon Tea 

 
Many thanks to Trudi and Arthur for their wonderful cookery 

demo at our meeting on Monday 21st July. 
 

Summer Event 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, you are invited to our summer event 
on Monday 18th August at 2.oopm. 

 

The event will be held in the Walchester Room and hopefully 
the garden (weather permitting) at St Francis’. 
There will be a cream tea and various stalls.   

The cost will be £3. 
 

Please try to join us to make this a successful and fun         
afternoon. 

 

My love to you all 
 

Jenny 
 

PS: Donations of home-made cakes and bric-a-brac 
on the day would be very welcome. 

So far so good 
So far today, God, I've done all 
right. I haven't gossiped, haven't 
lost my temper, haven't been 
greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or 
over-indulgent. I'm really glad 
about that. But in a few minutes, 
God, I'm going to get out of bed 
and from then on I'm going to 
need a lot more help. Thank you. 
In Jesus name. Amen 
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Mass for  
the Assumption  

of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Thursday  
14th August 

St Francis’, 7.30pm 

Mass for the 
Transfiguration  

of the Lord 
Wednesday  
6th August 
St Francis’, 
7.30pm 

Thank you for 
your support to 
those who have          
volunteered to 

help with various 
activities in the parish. I know 
not everyone can give their 
time but please put all our  

activities and helpers in your 
prayers.  

God bless you. Sue  

The Autumn Fayre 
Saturday  

29th November 2014 
St Francis’ Hall, 10.30am 

Prizes are     required for the 
Grand Draw,  anyone willing 
to donate a 
prize please    

contact Keith 
Dale. 

Jam Jars, Please! 
Enoch and Margaret need 
more jam jars for their       

delicious jams so if you have 
any cluttering up your kitchen 
please bring them 
to church or give    
directly to Enoch. 

Many thanks. 

If you, or members of your family and friends, have 
good condition toys or equipment which you would 
like to donate to the new Parent and Toddlers group 
to be set up at the end of Sept, please contact Sue 

Goodwin on 07960210631 or email sgoodwin8@hotmail.co.uk. 
Thank you for your support and generosity. 

Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th 
Anniversary  
Celebrations 

If you have any photos please 
hand them in to the Parish  

Office (they can be scanned so 
you don’t need to leave the  

originals).  Also a description of 
any other memorabilia you are 
prepared to lend. Many thanks. 



 14 

Attendance and Collection Information: June 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

1st 84 85 41 

8th 77 81 13 

15th 89 92 47 

22nd 72 75 19 

29th 84 87 29 

Average Weekly collection £486.19 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
Baptisms:  

 

Holy Evangelists’ 
Eve Taylor Guy & Isobel Rose Guy on 28th June 2014 

Oliver Kelsall on 6th July 2014 
 

St Francis’ 
George Comley & Katie Louise Underwood on 12th July 2014 

 

Weddings:  
None 

 

Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ 
Patricia Bridgewood on 11th July 2014 

Ann Lovatt on 24th July 2014 
 

St Francis’ 
None 
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FFood Bank News 
 

As you will know, we have been, for some me now, a collec on centre for 
Stoke-on-Trent Food Bank. This is a valuable form of Chris an witness which we 
shall be con nuing with and I would remind you that dona ons can be handed 
in to the Parish Office or le  in either of our churches. Lists of appropriate 
goods can be found in the churches. 
 

However, for some me it has been clear that there is a need for a Distribu on 
Centre in this part of the city and therefore, with our ecumenical partners in 
the area, we have decided to open just such a venture on Saturdays—which is 
the day most needed to be covered more adequately. We will need people to 
volunteer to take part. The more who volunteer, the less of a commitment will 
be needed, so there is plenty of work for all who wish to be involved. 
 

Training for this new venture will take place on Saturday 16th     
August, from 10 a.m. to Midday and will be held at Meir Park  
Community Hall.  Volunteers will be needed for the following tasks: 

To meet and greet Food Bank clients; 
To fill bags from the store cupboard; 
To take the filled bags from the cupboard to the clients in the hall. 

 

All will be fully explained at the training session! If you’d like to be involved, just 
turn up on the day (and let Father David know, if possible). If you can’t manage 
that day but would like to be involved, let Father David know and an alterna ve 
will be arranged.          Fr David 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 

 



 17 

Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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2015 will mark 75 years since the consecration of St Francis 
Church in Meir Heath in 1940. The church will be marking this special 
occasion with a year long celebration of its role in the local community. As 
well as special services, we want to stage a host of events to mark the 
changes that have taken place in the parish over the decades since 1940.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and help us to 
make this a very special celebration. Completed questionnaires can be re-
turned to St Francis (dropped in the letterbox if the office is closed) or why not 
complete it online?  Type in https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJ8JFJV to be 
taken directly to the survey. 

A lot  How much do you 
know about the   
history of our local 
area (Meir Heath, 
Meir Park, etc)? 

A little  

Nothing  

A lot  How interested 
are you in your 
heritage (local 
history, family 
history, etc) 

A little  

Not at all  

Which of the following events and activities would be of interest to you? 
Talks related to the history of St Francis and the parish  
Talks on the history of the area  
Family day focussing on Children's games since 1940  
Themed meals, e.g. ration book supper, 70s pub meal  
Through the decades Fashion show  
Hair and make-up demonstrations  
Themed dances e.g. tea dance  
Classic films since 1940s  
Other suggestion for events/lectures (please write below)  
 
None of these  

Age group Under18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

What is your postcode? .............................. 

Do you have any memorabilia (photographs, objects, etc) related to St Fran-
cis church or the local area that you would be willing to loan? All material will 
be returned. Please indicate the type of memorabilia and give us your contact 
details below. 
 

Name:................................................ Phone No................................................ 
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A new business was opening and one of the owner's friends wanted to send him 
flowers for the occasion. They arrived at the new business site 
and the owner read the card,.... "Rest in Peace." 
The owner was angry and called the florist to complain. A er he 
had told the florist of the obvious mistake and how angry he 
was, the florist replied, "Sir, I'm really sorry for the mistake, but 
rather than ge ng angry, you should imagine this: somewhere, 
there is a funeral taking place today, and they have flowers with 
a note saying,... 'Congratula ons on your new loca on!'"  

Ten Best Exercises 
1. A Good Eye Exercise--See also the perfection in others, see the everlasting beauty in 
human kindness. 
2. A Good Tongue exercise--Speak from the heart instead of from the mouth. 
3. A Good Facial exercise--Smile often repeated. 
4. Hearing Exercise--When we speak we learn nothing. Listening is the teacher, then 
speak. 
5. Brain Exercise--Think only constructive thoughts. Good reading is to the mind what 
exercise is to the body. 
6. Leg exercise--Walk towards knowledge, wisdom, health and brotherhood of all men. 
7. Breathing exercise-- Inhale the great works of music art, literature and philosophy. 
Exhale spitefulness and other negative thoughts. 
8. Strength exercise--Have the strength to endure when things are unendurable, to pass 
the next test after failing the recent one. 
9. Heart exercise--Have the heart to "constructively" improve self, our environment, 
community and country. 
10. Good exercise--We are never alone, walk with God. 

Big Catch 
Michael and Peter went on a fishing trip. They hired all the equipment: the reels, 
the rods, bait, wading boots, rowing boat, the car and even a log cabin in the 
woods. No expense was spared for their yearly expedi on. 
On the first day they went fishing they didn't catch a thing. The same thing        
happened on the second day, and on the third day. It con nued like this un l        
finally, on the last day of their vaca on, Michael caught a fish. 
As they're driving home they're really depressed. Peter turns to his friend, Michael, 
and says, 'Do you realise that this one pathe c fish we have caught cost us £900?' 
Michael replies with a jaundiced smile, 'Crikey, it's a good thing we didn't catch any 
more!' 
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*** ONLY A MAN WOULD ATTEMPT THIS *** 
A guy who purchased his lovely wife a pocket Tazer for their anniversary submi ed 
this: 
 

Last weekend I saw something at Larry's Pistol & Pawn Shop that sparked my          
interest. The occasion was our 15th anniversary and I was looking for a li le     
something extra for my wife Julie. What I came across was a 100,000-volt, pocket/
purse-sized Tazer. 
The effects of the Tazer were supposed to be short lived, with no long term adverse 
affect on your assailant, allowing her adequate me to retreat to safety...?? 
WAY TOO COOL! Long story short, I bought the device and brought it home.. I    
loaded two AAA ba eries in the darn thing and pushed the bu on. Nothing! I was 
disappointed. I learned, however, that if I pushed the bu on and pressed it against a 
metal surface at the same me, I'd get the blue arc of electricity dar ng back and 
forth between the prongs. 
AWESOME!!! Unfortunately, I have yet to explain to Julie what that burn spot is on 
the face of her microwave. 
Okay, so I was home alone with this new toy, thinking to myself that it couldn't be all 
that bad with only two AAA ba eries, right? 
There I sat in my recliner, my cat Gracie looking on intently (trus ng li le soul) while 
I was reading the direc ons and thinking that I really needed to try this thing out on 
a flesh & blood moving target. 
I must admit I thought about zapping Gracie (for a frac on of a second) and then 
thought be er of it. She is such a sweet cat. But, if I was going to give this thing to 
my wife to protect herself against a mugger, I did want some assurance that it would 
work as adver sed. Am I wrong? 
So, there I sat in a pair of shorts and a tank top with my reading glasses perched  
delicately on the bridge of my nose, direc ons in one hand, and Tazer in another. 
The direc ons said that: 
a one-second burst would shock and disorient your assailant; 
a two-second burst was supposed to cause muscle spasms and a major loss of    
bodily control; and 
a three-second burst would purportedly make your assailant flop on the ground like 
a fish out of water. 
Any burst longer than three seconds would be was ng the ba eries. 
All the while I'm looking at this li le device measuring about 5" long, less than 3/4 
inch in circumference (loaded with two itsy, bitsy AAA ba eries); pre y cute really, 
and thinking to myself, 'no possible way!' 
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I'm si ng there alone, Gracie looking on with her head cocked to one side so as to 
say, 'Don't do it stupid,' reasoning that a one second burst from such a ny lil ole 
thing couldn't hurt all that bad.. I decided to give myself a one second burst just for 
heck of it. 
I touched the prongs to my naked thigh, pushed the bu on, and... 
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD. WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. WHAT THE... !!! 
I'm pre y sure Hulk Hogan ran in through the side door, picked me up in the recliner, 
then body slammed us both on the carpet, over and over and over again. I vaguely 
recall waking up on my side in the foetal posi on, with tears in my eyes, body     
soaking wet, both nipples on fire, other vital parts nowhere to be found, with my le  
arm tucked under my body in the oddest posi on, and ngling in my legs! The cat 
was making meowing sounds I had never heard before, clinging to a picture frame 
hanging above the fireplace, obviously in an a empt to avoid ge ng slammed by my 
body flopping all over the living room. 
Note: 
If you ever feel compelled to 'mug' yourself with a Tazer, one 
note of cau on: 
There is NO such thing as a one second burst when you zap 
yourself! You will not let go of that thing un l it is dislodged 
from your hand by a violent thrashing about on the floor! 
A three second burst would be considered conserva ve! 
A minute or so later (I can't be sure, as me was a rela ve thing 
at that point), I collected my wits (what li le I had le ), sat up 
and surveyed the landscape. 
· My bent reading glasses were on the mantel of the fireplace. 
· The recliner was upside down and about 8 feet or so from where it originally was. 
· My triceps, right thigh and both nipples were s ll twitching. 
· My face felt like it had been shot up with Novocain, and my bo om lip weighed 88 
lbs. 
· I had no control over the drooling. 
· Apparently I had done something in my shorts, but was too numb to know for sure, 
and my sense of smell was gone. 
· I saw a faint smoke cloud above my head, which I believe came from my hair. 
I'm s ll looking for some  parts of my anatomy and I'm offering a significant reward 
for their safe return! 
 

PS: My wife can't stop laughing about my experience, loved the gi  and now         
regularly threatens me with it! 
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Homeless guy - "Please, Give me food." 
Man - "I'll give you vodka." 

Home less guy - "Oh, no thanks, I don't drink." 
Man - "Well I will give you cigare e." 

Home less guy - "No thank you, I don't smoke." 
Man - "I will take you to the horse racing then." 

Home less guy - "But I don't gamble." 
Man - "I will get you a girlfriend." 

Home less guy - "NO way! I only love my wife." 
Man - "Well then I'll give you food, but first you have to come to my house." 

Home less guy - "Ummm, sure, but why?" 
Man - "I want my wife to see what state people get into when they don't drink, 

smoke, gamble and only love their wife.."  

Throughout your day, you will interact with family, friends, co-workers, and 
strangers. Every interac on you have will briefly bring your lives together. Every 

me you separate, you will leave with them an impression of you. What will that 
impression be? If a situa on arises where you could have go en angry but didn’t, 
or if things were mundane but you made them a li le more fun, or if they were 
down and you gave them encouragement….Those choices you make are always 
gi s of me and experience. It’s your choice if they will be good gi s or lousy 
ones. If you should pass before them, they will immediately be sent to the file in 
their mind that contains their en re experience with you. What you say and do 
today determines what goes into that file, and determines if they will be inspired 
to be a be er person because of their me with you, or not. 
Make it your goal every morning to wake up and be awesome. If something or 
someone gets in the way of that…a cross word or annoying obstacle, shake it off 
and con nue. Don’t let it take up more me in your day than it has to. Each      
moment spent can’t be re-spent in a different way at a different me. There are 
no do overs. 

There is no recipe for a perfect rela onship but we can enhance it with simple  
gestures that mean so much to a loving heart; a kiss when you leave, a hug when 

you come back, a text in the middle of the day that reads "I miss you" and the 
promise that you will make each other a priority when you are together. 

~Brigi e Nicole  

John went into a bookshop and asked the salesgirl if she had a book called: "How to 
Master Your Wife".  Salesgirl said: "Our science fic on sec on is upstairs."  
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The Cathedrals of Britain 
Inverness Cathedral 

 
 

What is a cathedral? We have quite a  number of church buildings throughout Britain 
which have this tle, but it is not  always clear what is meant by it. Some think it is a 
big church—but some cathedrals are very small; some think it is the most important, 
or oldest, or richest church in an area—yet all of these could be wrong? So, what is a 
cathedral? 
 

The term ‘cathedral’ comes from a La n word, cathedra, which is a chair, or seat, of 
a bishop. So, a cathedral is where the  bishop’s chair is kept and therefore it is the 
‘mother church’ of the diocese, which is the area under the control of a bishop. 
Things get a bit confused at mes, especially in the Church of England, where we 
have ‘suffragan’ and ‘assistant’ bishops, who do not have a cathedra, and hence do 
not have a cathedral! 
 

In this series, we will take a very brief look at Britain’s Anglican cathedrals and we’re 
star ng with the most northerly ac ve cathedral in Britain, the Cathedral Church of 
St Andrew, in Inverness. This is the cathedral of the Diocese of Moray, Ross and 
Caithness, which is part of the Sco sh Episcopal Church. This is the Anglican Church 
in Scotland and is the one into which your previous vicar was ordained and in which 
Father Paul also served for a me. 

 

A fairly modern cathedral, built in the     
tradi onal Gothic style, it was the first 
new  cathedral to be completed in Britain 
since the Reforma on in the 16th century 
and opened for worship in 1869. The     
diocesan website tells us that: 
 

‘The Cathedral is built of Red Tarradale 
Stone, with a Nave of five bays divided by 
columns of Peterhead granite. The High  

Altar and Reredos are of Caen stone. The panels in the Reredos are: the Agony in the 
Garden; the Crucifixion; and the Resurrec on. The Pulpit is of Caen stone and green 
marble and rests on short columns of Abriachan granite. ‘                   Cont’d over page 
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Cont’d from previous page 
An important feature of the cathedral is its white marble 
Angel font, a copy of a famous one in Copenhagen, 
though the face of the angel has been altered to         
represent that of the wife of the donor! That’s  certainly 
one way to become well known!       
 

Today, the cathedral is the centre of the Church’s life in the 
Highlands. In common with the other Sco sh cathedrals, 
it also acts as a ‘parish’ church and is led by the Provost (in 
Scotland, a Dean has a different job than in England, and is 
more like an Archdeacon). As well as the usual services, 
the cathedral hosts a range of other ac vi es, both for the diocese as a whole and 
also for its people and the wider community. For example, this cathedral has a      
simple Sunday breakfast on offer and, during the week in summer, has a tea room 
and shop available to visitors. If in Inverness, be sure to pay a visit! 

Heads Up! 
 

This month (Monday 4th August, to be precise) marks the 100th 
anniversary of the start of World War I, arguably the most       
devasta ng conflict to that date. Britain alone lost nearly one  
million men and women in the war, with other countries losing 
even more in a four year long orgy of death and destruc on. 
 

Holy Evangelists church in Normacot has some very poignant memorials to        
parishioners who were killed in the war and, whilst St Francis’s did not exist at the 

me, St Ma hew’s did and would likewise have marked the passing of parishioners 
on war service. 
 

This month, there are many commemora ve acts to mark the anniversary. We shall 
not be doing so in any formal way this month BUT on Remembrance Sunday, 9th 
November, there will be a special Service of Remembrance at St Francis’s to mark, 
in word, images and music, this tragic event. Please do try to be present, if at all 

possible.                               Sunday 9th November—3pm 
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Smart Answers 
Q. How can you drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor without cracking it?  
A. Concrete floors are very hard to crack! 
Q. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, how long would it take four 
men to build it?  
A. No time at all it is already built. 
Q. If you had three apples and four oranges in one hand and four apples and 
three oranges in the other hand, what would you have?  
A. Very large hands. 
Q. How can you lift an elephant with one hand?  
A. It is not a problem, since you will never find an elephant with one hand. 
Q. How can a man go eight days without sleep?  
A. No probs, He sleeps at night. 
Q. If you throw a red stone into the blue sea what it will become?  
A. It will Wet or Sink as simple as that. 
Q. What looks like half apple?  
A : The other half. 
Q. What can you never eat for breakfast?  
A : Dinner. 

A widow requested the epitaph "Rest in Peace" for her late husband's    
headstone. 
When she later found he had left all his money to his       
mistress, she attempted to get the engraver to change the 
carving. 
This was impossible; the words were chiselled and could not 
be changed. 
In that case, please add... “Till We Meet Again”. 

An American tourist is on holiday in a Cornish village 
when he spots what he thinks is the village idiot si ng 
next to the horse trough. In his hand is an old s ck, and 

ed to the end is a piece of string which is dangling in 
the water. The tourist decides to humour the fellow and 
asks, 'Have you caught anything yet?' 
The village idiot looks up and studies the stranger before 
answering, 'Aye, you be the ninth today. 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.wix.com/mepics 

tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 FFLOWERS  & CO.            For all Occasions 
 

Hand Made Cards 
Artificial Flowers 
Gifts: Teddies, Helium Balloons 
Funeral Tributes 
Weddings: Bouquets, Displays 
Chair Covers, Sash Hire 
 
Tel: 01782 599957 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  
 

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  
 

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 

Come and browse our varied selection 
Credit & Debit Cards accepted 
Telephone orders welcome 
Free Local Delivery & Free Parking 
Find us at: 
www.flowersstokeontrent.co.uk 
 
277-279 Uttoxeter Road, Normacot 
(By Fire Station) 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm

St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 
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 An American parable 
 

A woman came out of her house and saw 3 old men with long white beards 
si ng in her front yard. She did not recognize them. She said "I don't think I 
know you, but you must be hungry. Please come in and have something to 
eat."  
"Is the man of the house home?", they asked.  
"No", she replied. "He's out."  
"Then we cannot come in", they replied.  
In the evening when her husband came home, she told him what had            
happened.  
"Go tell them I am home and invite them in!"  
The woman went out and invited the men in. 
"We do not go into a House together," they replied.  
"Why is that?" she asked.  
One of the old men explained: "His name is Wealth," he said poin ng to one of 
his friends, and said poin ng to another one, "He is Success, and I am Love." 
Then he added, "Now go in and discuss with your husband which one of us you 
want in your home."  
The woman went in and told her husband what was said. Her husband was 
overjoyed. "How nice!!" he said. "Since that is the case, let us invite Wealth. Let 
him come and fill our home with wealth!"  
His wife disagreed. "My dear, why don't we invite Success?"  
Their daughter-in-law was listening from the other corner of the house. She 
jumped in with her own sugges on: "Would it not be be er to invite Love? Our 
home will then be filled with love!"  
"Let us heed our daughter-in-law's advice," said the husband to his wife.  
"Go out and invite Love to be our guest."  
The woman went out and asked the 3 old men, "Which one of you is Love? 
Please come in and be our guest."  
Love got up and started walking toward the house. The other 2 also got up and 
followed him. Surprised, the lady asked Wealth and Success: "I only invited 
Love, Why are you coming in?"  
The old men replied together: "If you had invited Wealth or Success, the other 
two of us would've stayed out, but since you invited Love, wherever He goes, 
we go with him. Wherever there is Love, there is also Wealth and Success!!!!!!" 
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You are strong...  
when you take your grief and teach it to smile. 

You are brave...  
when you overcome your fear and help others to do the same. 

You are happy...  
when you see a flower and are thankful for the blessing. 

You are loving...  
when your own pain does not blind you to the pain of others. 

You are wise...  
when you know the limits of your wisdom. 

You are true...  
when you admit there are times you fool yourself. 

You are alive...  
when tomorrow's hope means more to you than yesterday's mistake. 

You are growing...  
when you know what you are but not what you will become. 

You are free...  
when you are in control of yourself and do not wish to control others. 

You are honourable...  
when you find your honour is to honour others. 

You are generous...  
when you can take as sweetly as you can give. 

You are humble...  
when you do not know how humble you are. 

You are thoughtful...  
when you see me just as I am and treat me just as you are. 

You are merciful...  
when you forgive in others the faults you condemn in yourself. 

You are beautiful...  
when you don't need a mirror to tell you. 

You are rich...  
when you never need more than what you have. 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

Next meeting 18th August 
St Francis’ Walchester Room for Afternoon Tea 
CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

Third Tuesday Together 
 
 

August 19th, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
 
 

Songs of Praise 
 

            All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
         Next meeting on 5th August 

          

       St Francis Junior Church 
   Every Sunday (except school holidays)  

                  9.30am in the church hall 
                     Fun + Faith + Friends 
           * Bible stories * Games  * Art/Crafts * 
                            * Prayers * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 
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11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Meetings are normally  
at St Francis Church, Sandon Road, Meir Heath: 

on Fridays  
6-7pm for Anchors (aged 5 - 8),  

7-8.30pm for Juniors (aged 8 - 11)  
8-9.30pm for Company (aged 11-15) 

 

If you would like more information or if you think 
you would like to help out with running these groups 

Tony Meredith 07581484188. 

The Brigade 
Has been a great success and needs 
more volunteers to help out on a 
Friday with Anchors, Juniors and 

Company. You don’t have to   
commit to every week - just whenever you can manage would 

be appreciated. Please see Sue or Tony if you can help. 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND 
THAT OF THE CHURCH: 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL 
POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR           
PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE 
CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ANY LOSS.      

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN 
OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, 
PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  
CONTACT THE POLICE on 101

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children under 4    
Holy Evangelists’ 

Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 
during term time.  

Please contact Sue if you would 
like to help: 

07960 210631 
or see her in church 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 
July’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (50) Mr Pinfield  
2nd  £10 (83) Alan Collis  
3rd  £5  (52) Anne Lowe  
 

 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join 
There are numbers available 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

July’s Draw  
 

No.     £20 (56) Caroline Horan   
No.     £10 (48) Graham Parr   
No.     £5 (51) Roy Lynch   
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into 
church funds. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in having 
a number in our ‘100’ club, or another number to 

give you more chances of   winning, as I now 
have several numbers available.  

 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis 
'100' Club we have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All 

funds support the same cause!  
 

 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent 
each month. 

 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 
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St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for August 

 8.00am 9.30am 

3rd Chris Beech Dawn Roberts Judith Plant 

10th Keith Wheeldon Enoch Pritchard Richard Whitmore 

17th Richard Whitmore Lucy Ryan Keith Wheeldon 

24th Judith Plant Enoch Pritchard Judith Plant 

31st Chris Beech Dawn Roberts Enoch Pritchard 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for August 

3rd 9.30 Yvonne Ryan and Sue Derbyshire 

10th 9.30 John Fernyhough and Arthur Barnard 

17th 9.30 Chris Goodwin and Terry Barlow 

24th 9.30 Lily Challinor and Mary Johnson 

31st 9.30 Keith Bradbury and Len Jervis 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for August 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 
 

August 3rd  Judy Forrester 
August 17th Edna Hubbert 
August 31st Jill Wheeldon / Olga Hunn / Anne Beckett 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for August 

3rd 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

David 
Beardmore 

Mary   
Johnson 

Judith      
Plant 

10th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Dawn     
Roberts 

David     
Beardmore 

17th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Mary   
Johnson 

Lucy      
Ryan 

David     
Beardmore 

24th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Dawn    
Roberts 

Lucy      
Ryan 

David     
Beardmore 

31st 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Mary   
Johnson 

Judith   
Plant 

Mike    
Deaville 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for August 

3rd Barbara Smith and Dawn Roberts 

10th Sharon Churchill and Marie Bailey 

17th Judy Forrester and Olga Hunn 

24th Betty Dale, Doreen Bath and Thora Rushton 

31st Barbara Proctor, Mary Johnson and Chris Thorley 

When I look back on my life, I see pain, mistakes and heart ache. When I look in the   
mirror, I see strength, learned lessons, and pride in myself. 
 

No ma er what you do, someone will always talk about you. Someone will always    
ques on your judgement. So just smile and make choices you can live with. 
 

Don’t fear the judgments of others; you know in your heart who you are and what’s true 
to you. You don’t have to be perfect to impress and inspire people. Let them be            
impressed and inspired by how you deal with your imperfec ons. 
 

A Rela onship should enhance your life, not complete it. 
If you find yourself feeling empty or that something's missing because you're not in a   
rela onship, you need to focus on yourself. Learn to fulfil yourself, love yourself; to      
become whole. Then you can have a rela onship for all the right reasons, rather than 
needing one to fill a void.     ~Brigi e Nicole - 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@talktalk.net 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
           Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: TBA 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 

 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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What do Angels look like..? 
* Like the old lady who returned your wallet yesterday. 

* Like the quiet friend who told you that your eyes light up the world when you smile. 
* Like the small child who showed you the wonder in simple things. 

* Like the poor man who offered to share his lunch with you. 
* Like the rich man who showed you it really possible, if only you believe. 

* Like the stranger who just happened to come along when you had lost your way. 
* Like the friend who touched your heart when you didn't think you had one le  who 

cared how you felt. 
* Angels come in all sizes and shapes, all ages and in many ways. 

* Some with freckles, some with dimples, some with wrinkles, some without. 
* They come disguised as friends, enemies, teachers, students, lovers and pets.    

Rainbows and Raindrops. Scents and colours. 
* They don't take life too seriously, they travel light. 

* They leave no forwarding address, 
they ask for nothing in return. 

* Some mes They wear sneakers with gossamer wings. 
* They are hard to find when your eyes are closed, but.. 

When you look with your heart and choose to see -They are everywhere .... 
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God of life and glory, 
your Son was revealed in splendour 

before he suffered death upon the cross; 
grant that we, beholding his majesty, 
may be strengthened to follow him 

and be changed into his likeness from glory 
to glory. 


