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Rainbow Mountain" located in China 
There are some unbelievable natural forma ons located all around the 
globe.  Due to distances involved, many of us never have the chance to visit 
these sites.  This photo displays a mountain range called "Rainbow Mountain" 
located in China.  I thought you might enjoy seeing it.  The mountains are part 
of the Zhangye Danxia Landform Geological Park in China. Layers of different 
coloured sandstone and minerals were pressed   together over 24 million years 
and then buckled up by tectonic plates.  I hope you enjoy this photo as much as 
I did.  It reminds me of the li le joke I recently saw about a li le girl who saw 
such a beau ful thing as that and remarked that it's even more wonderful   
considering God did it all le  handed. Somebody asked why she thought He did 
it all le  handed? She answered, "Because the Bible says that Jesus sits on His 
right hand." ...  

With grateful thanks 
To Sue Goodwin for edi ng last months magazine a very upli ing resume of the 
invaluable work of volunteers in the parish. Anyone s ll wishing to help in the 
many  and various ways within the church and community please contact Sue.  
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
 

is the tle given to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in her role as patroness of 
the Carmelite Order. The first           
Carmelites were Chris-

an hermits living on Mount Carmel in 
the Holy Land during the late 12th and 
early to mid 13th centuries. They built 
a chapel in the midst of their            
hermitages which they dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin, whom they         
conceived of in chivalric terms as the 
"Lady of the place." Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel is the patron saint of Chile. The 
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel is 
known to many Catholic faithful as the 
"scapular feast," associated with 
the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of 
Mount  Carmel, a devo on-
al sacramental signifying the wearer's 
consecra on to Mary and affilia on 
with the Carmelite Order.  
 

A tradi on first a ested to in the late 
14th century says that Saint Simon 
Stock, an early prior general of 
the Carmelite Order, had a vision of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in which she 
gave him the Brown Scapular which 
formed part of the    Carmelite habit, 
promising that those who died wearing 
the scapular would be saved. 

The Carmelites see in the Blessed     
Virgin Mary a perfect model of the    
interior life 
of prayer and contempla on to which 
Carmelites aspire, a model of virtue, as 
well as the person who was closest in 
life to Jesus Christ. She is seen as the 

one who points Chris ans most surely 
to Christ, saying to all what she says to 
the servants at the wedding at Cana, 
"Do whatever he [Jesus] tells you."       
Carmelites look to the Virgin Mary as a 
Spiritual Mother. 
 

"Oh most beau ful flower of Mt.   
Carmel, frui ul vine, splendour of 
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in 
my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help 
me and show me you are my Mother. 
Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen 
of Heaven and earth, I humbly          
beseech you from the bo om of my 
heart to succour me in this necessity 
(make request). There are none that 
can withstand your power. Oh Mary, 
conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee. Sweet Mother I 
place this cause in your hands. Amen.  
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Bachelor 
 

1. A man who has been able to avoid the opportunity 
of making some woman miserable. 
2. A man who is said to be foot-loose and fiancee-
free. 
3. A man who never made the same mistake once. 
4. A bad boy who has cheated some poor girl out of 
her alimony. 
5. A person who believes in life, liberty, and the    
happiness of pursuit. 
6. The only man who has never told a wife a lie. 
 
 

Bride 
A girl with great prospects of happiness behind her. 
 

Compromise 
A nice little arrangement between husband and wife whereby they both fully 
agree to let her have her own way. 
 
 

Diplomat 
A man who is able to convince his wife that a fur coat would make her look fat.  
 

Gentleman 
A husband who holds the stepladder tightly so his wife doesn't fall while she's 
painting the ceiling. A man who notices his wife dropping her knitting and     
immediately kicks it over to her so that she can pick it up. 
 

Housework 
What a wife does without anyone noticing it until she doesn't do 
it. 
 

Husband 
A man who has decided to give up privileges he never knew he 
had. A guy who controls the house and everyone in it, and is     
allowed by his wife to say so.  
 

Joint Bank Account 
A great little device which allows a wife to beat a husband to the draw. 
 

Love 
An obsessive delusion easily cured by a wedding. 
 

Mother-in-Law 
A woman who slowly destroys a man's peace of mind by telling him what's on 
hers. 
 

Mrs. 
A job title involving long duties, very light earnings and zero recognition. 
 

Spouse 
Someone who will protect you, help you and help you solve all the problems 
you wouldn't have had if you'd stayed single. 
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From the Vicarage 
 
My dear friends 
 

England may have bombed out of the World Cup, 
the tennis may not have been up to expectations 
and the weather may be exactly what we might 
expect from a British summer, but there is still 
much to be grateful for and much to look forward 
to in the months ahead. 
 

With the installation of the new underfloor heating system at St Francis's now     
being complete,  the congregation can look forward to actually being reasonably 
warm this autumn and winter.  Ever since I arrived in the parish,  I have been very 
aware of just how cold this building can be for much of the year. Not only is it    
unpleasant to sit in, it is an active hindrance to mission. People today are used to 
being fairly warm and will not be easily inclined to return to a building in which 
they have had to sit in the cold for ninety minutes or so. With modern, efficient 
heating in place,  we will no longer face that particular obstacle! Combined with 
our solar panels we ought also to make considerable savings on our energy bills, 
especially once the capital costs have been recouped, in about ten years time. 
 

Of course, having warm and comfortable buildings, important as this is, will not 
actually solve our biggest problem - a problem we have in common with many  
other churches, which is declining membership. I was reading just the other day 
that the number of people in England who identify themselves as being Anglicans 
has fallen by some 50% in the last ten years! Of course, the natural process of 
death will account for part of this decline, but that in itself will tell us that we are 
no longer even replacing the dead, never mind actually growing through attracting 
large numbers of new people! 
 

The days when we might expect to gain new people just by putting on new,         
informal services, or of changing the times of existing services are long gone.     
Rather, we are going to have to be much more creative in our approach. At the 
heart of this must be an acceptance that we no longer live in a Christian society,  
but are in a missionary situation, just as the Early Church was, but with the   added 
disadvantage that people today think they know what Christianity is about and have 
rejected it anyway!  
 

We need both to attract people to our churches and, at the same time, seek to       
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improve the standard of understanding of the Faith we have and these two things 
are linked. After the summer holiday season I propose to introduce a few 
measures to try to help us tackle both these issues in a positive and, hopefully,  
enjoyable way. 
 

With every best wish 
 

Fr David 

PARISH CALENDAR 
July  1 Rosary Group: Holy Evangelists’, 2.30pm 
July  2 Play Pals: Holy Evangelists, 9.30am   
July  4 The Brigade: St Francis’, 6pm Anchors, 7pm Juniors, 8.00 Company 
July  5 St Ma hew’s Summer Fair: St Francis’ Church, 10am - 12 noon 
July  8 PCC Mee ng: Holy Evangelists’, 7.30pm, preceded by Mass at 7.00pm 
July  9 Play Pals: Holy Evangelists, 9.30am   
July 11 The Brigade: St Francis’, 6pm Anchors, 7pm Juniors, 8.00 Company 
July 12 Bap sms: St Francis’, 12 noon 
July 15 St Ma hew’s Leavers’ Mass: St Francis’, 11am                                                           
  Third Tuesday Together: Start at St Francis’ Church, 7.30pm - Prayer Walk 
July 16- Fr David on holiday and Parish Office Closed                                                              
July 25  
July 16 Play Pals: Holy Evangelists, 9.30am   
July 17 Masses at Holy Evangelists and St Francis’: Fr Alan Townsend 
July 18 The Brigade: St Francis’, 6pm Anchors, 7pm Juniors, 8.00 Company 
July 20 Sunday Masses at St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’: Fr Alan Townsend  
  Evensong: Julie Kent 
July 21 Mothers’ Union: Holy Evangelists’, 2.00pm 
July 23 Play Pals: CANCELLED for the holidays 
July 24 Masses at Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis: Fr Alan Townsend 
July 25 The Brigade: CANCELLED for the holidays 
July 27 9.30am Mass at St Francis’: CANCELLED                                                      
  Benefice Mass at Holy Evangelists’, 11.15am followed by refreshments 
July 30 Play Pals: CANCELLED for the holidays 
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From fisherman to rock man 

‘Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it’ (Ma hew 16: 17,18) 
 

Here is the hinge moment of Ma hew’s Gospel. The li le company had reached 
Caesarea Philippi, at the source of the river Jordan. Part of it is a gro o – said to 
be the birthplace of the god Pan. Jesus would have been standing beside the     
ancient carved shrines to Pan - s ll visible today - as he addressed the disciples: 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
 

The answers came quickly: John the Bap st back again? A famous prophet from 
the past? But then it became personal. “But who do YOU say that I am?” It is the 
sixty-four thousand dollar ques on. Get it wrong – and even our very existence 
won’t quite make sense. People some mes say, “I don’t understand about Jesus! 
God I can understand - but where does Jesus fit in?” It was that great theologian, 
Athanasius - Egyp an born and Greek trained - who gave the answer sixteen    
centuries ago. He said, “The only system of thought into which Jesus Christ will fit, 
is the one in which He is the star ng point!” 
 

Get it right about Jesus, then - and everything else will begin to glow with          
significance. Get it wrong – and we’ll be like the man who does up his shirt 
bu ons in the morning, star ng with the wrong bu on! He may say to himself, 
“Well, it’ll probably work out if I just keep on” – No, it won’t! It’s the same with 
Christ. Get it wrong about him, and the very meaning of life and existence will   
always remain a puzzle. Jesus Christ, the first and the last, is the culmina on of all 
God’s saving purposes for our world; ‘YOU… are the very Messiah of God!’          
exclaimed Simon. 
 

Simon the fisherman had hit the jackpot and so became spokesman for us all.    
Jesus re-names him Peter - Petros ‘the Rock.’ That name – ‘Peter’ – would go 
world-wide. University colleges would be called by that name. Whole ci es would 
be called a er Peter – and countless thousands of churches, the same. Mums and 
dads all down history, by the million, would call their sons ‘Peter,’ and their dogs 
‘Caesar’ – just one of the changes Jesus makes! 
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**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 8th July, 7.30pm at  
Holy Evangelists’, preceded by Mass at 7pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Pat Mair at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Saint of the Month: Saint Thomas the Apostle 
 

Li le is actually known about this Apostle. Like many of the other   
figures of the earliest Church,  his actual life is shrouded in obscurity.  
From the li le that is said of him independently in the Gospels, he  
appears to have been a rather prac cal man, perhaps li le given to 
an ac ve imagina on. We know more of Thomas's   actual character 
than we do of most of the other apostles thanks to John's Gospel,  where he is  
depicted in such a manner that modern people have no difficulty in iden fying 
with his nature.   
 

Already in this Gospel, Thomas,  called 'Didymus' (the twin) ,is picked out by his 
apparent willingness to die with Jesus (11:16). Again, when Jesus puzzles the     
disciples at the Last Supper,  it wax Thomas who ar culated the bafflement of 
them all (14:5).Yet it is his refusal to believe in Christ's resurrec on without first 
seeing and touching the risen Lord which speaks most passionately to modern 
people and which makes Thomas such an easy man to both sympathise with and 
iden fy with!  
 

We, too, are so o en reluctant to accept the things of God without 'proof'; we, 
too, insist so strongly on the reliability of our senses. However, where we, as  
modern people tend to differ from the Apostle is in his u er, radical response 
when actually faced with the evidence which he demanded! 
 

Following the Ascension of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the first 
Pentecost,  nothing is known of Thomas from the Bible.  However, the  
considerable literature about this man from other sources would seem to contain 
some truth.  
 

We are in the habit of assuming that the first main missionary thrust of the Church 
was towards the West.  In reality, it was actually in the other direc on. There were 
very large and very old Jewish communi es in the Persian Empire and beyond and 
it was to these that some of the Apostles turned. We have Western bias because 
of, for the most part,  the missionary journeys of Paul and the focus of the Acts of 
the Apostles. 
 

Thomas appears to have travelled beyond even the borders of the Persian Empire,  
to India. Near Madras, on India's West coast,  there was a granite bas-relief cross 
with an inscrip on in ancient Persian,  da ng from the 7th Century,  which claims 
to mark the place where Thomas finally laid down his life for Christ, tradi onally 
by being sawn in half!  Certainly,  we know that  when Portuguese explorers        
arrived in this part of India in the late 15th Century they were astonished to       
discover the existence of a Church of more than a million people,  known as the 
Mar Thoma Church, which is s ll in existence to this day.                                                                          Father David 



 10 

Church Calendar Dates – July 2014 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, 

including the inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed  
on church no ce boards.  

 

Thursday  3rd  St Thomas, Apostle 
Friday         11th  St Benedict, Abbot,  Patron of Europe 
Monday         14th   St Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
Tuesday  15th   St Bonaventura, Bishop & Doctor 
Wednesday    16th   Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Monday         21st   St Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doctor 
Tuesday  22nd  St Mary Magdalene 
Wednesday    23rd   St Bridget, Patron of Europe 
Friday            25th   St James,  Apostle 
Saturday  26th Ss Joachim and Anna, Parents of the BVM 

Normacot Respect Day – Monday 14 July 
 

Respect Days are held in neighbourhoods across the 
city to help improve the appearance of the area and 
to tackle some local issues.   A schedule of areas to 
be  targeted is prepared each year and a host 
of partner agencies have pledged to work together to 
try and address some of the key issues in the iden -
fied area. 

Agencies that are commi ed to a ending include; 
Police, Fire service, City Council Environment and 
Cleansing teams, Environmental Crime Unit, Street Chaplains, Safer City Partnership 
Officers, Local Ma ers Officers and many more. Free crime preven on equipment will 
be available on the day as well as the opportunity to speak to the agencies for free, 
confiden al advice. 

 

Some ideas to do with Holy Evangelists you could consider helping with: 
Manning tea and coffee stall in the church for maybe a couple of hours 
Dona ng tea, coffee, biscuits etc 
Li er picking in church yard and surrounding area 
Clearing out rubbish from the church eg from the Chantry Chapel 
Keeping the church open for use by the agencies 

 

If you think you could volunteer to help at all please contact Julie at Normacot or Ann 
in the Parish Office 01782 393189. It would be great if any of the St Francis’ folk felt 
able to help in any way. 
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Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 
 

Friday 22nd-Sunday 24th August 
Parish Trip to Cambridge / Ely 
Staying at Holiday Inn, Cambridge. Cost approx: £150 - no    
supplement for single rooms. 
 

Saturday 20th September 
Parish Trip to Blackpool- Details to follow soon. 
 

Friday 17th October 
Murder Mystery Evening 
St Mary’s church Hall, Cannock, 7pm 
Cost: £15 including coach and food, bar service available.  
 

Friday 19th December 
Christmas Meal & Disco at Moddershall Oaks.  
Starts 7.30pm. Cost: £37.50 (£10 deposit to Yvonne asap 
please). 

 

PRIZES NEEDED FOR RAFFLES PLEASE! 

Christian Aid Sponsored Walk 2014 
The sum of £338 was raised this year thanks to the 
generosity of everyone concerned - mainly from our 

churches but also from  families and friends of those who took 
part.  Make a note of next year's date 28 March 2015.  Next 
year is also 25 years since this event started and Christian 
Aid's 70th anniversary.  

             Junior Church at St Francis’ 
 

                Is in need of volunteers either as  
               Leaders or as Helpers. If you would like                       
               to help out or just find out more about 
               it please see Trudi, Sharon or Jane or  

            ask for contact details in the parish office. 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 21st July 

Holy Evangelists’ at 2.00pm 
 

On Monday 16th June we had our annual “lunch”. This year 
we had a wonderful afternoon tea at Oak Tree Farm, a truly 
remarkable place that provides training and supported      
occupation for adults with learning disabilities. 
 

We held a raffle (thanks to all who donated prizes) and raised 
£51.00.  Oak Tree Farm is a registered charity so all the 
money from the raffle was donated to them. 
 

Diary Dates 
Thursday 10th July, 2pm 
Cream Tea (£3) at Trentham Church Mothers’ Union 
 

Thursday 10th July, 7.30pm 
AGM at St Thomas & St Andrew, Doxey 
There is a buffet at 6.30pm—cost £4.50 
Or Tea & cake at 7.30pm—cost £1.00 
Payment and booking no later than 4th July please. 
 

Thursday 17th July, 1pm to 4pm 
Sow to Grow at Trentham Parish Church (Please note change 
from Hartshill to Trentham) 
Come and learn about the work of the Mothers’ Union 
 

Love and prayers, Jenny 

Thank you from Jenny 
Once again thank you to all my dear friends from both 
churches for your prayers, cards and gifts following my second 
operation (I am now fully “bionic”).  Your love and support 
has once again set me on the road to recovery. 
 

Special thanks to Mary Johnson who stood in for me at Play 
Pals. 
 

Love to all 
Jenny 
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Attendance and Collection Information: May 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

4th 86 89 31 

11th 88 89 12 

18th 64 67 9 

25th 80 82 45 

    

Average Weekly collection £561.98 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
 

Baptisms:  
None 

 

Weddings:  
Holy Evangelists’, 21st June 

Emma Louise Taylor and John Thomas Stevens 
 

Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ 
None 

 
 

St Francis’ 
None 
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Longton Beer Festival - 4th, 5th & 6th July 
Needs volunteers! 

The festival is completely not for profit, with all proceeds  
invested directly into community projects.  All  

Volunteers are entitled to a couple of free drinks and it’s     
always a good laugh, To volunteer call Kevin on 233265 (also 

see poster on church notice boards) 

OLD ACADEMICS never die, they just lose their facul es  
OLD ACCOUNTANTS never die, they just lose their balance 
OLD ACCOUNTS never die, they are deleted 
OLD ACTORS never die, they just drop a part 
OLD ALCOHOLICS/DRUG ADDICTS never die, they just get wasted 
OLD ANTHROPOLOGISTS never die, they just become history 
OLD ARCHERS never die, they just bow and quiver 
OLD ARCHITECTS never die, they just lose their structures 
OLD ASSETS never die, they just depreciate 
OLD ASTRONAUTS never die, they just go to another world 
OLD ATOMS never die, they just decay 
OLD BANKERS never die, they just lose interest 
OLD BANKERS never die, they just want to be a loan 
OLD Cricketers  never die, they just go ba y  
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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Facing Up To Our Giants (2)! 

Last month we saw how David faced up 
to Goliath and recognised our need to 
iden fy the giants in our lives. This 
month we focus on David’s confidence 
before Goliath and what he teaches us 
about facing our own giants? 

a) Recall the Facts of Past Victories ‘But 
David said to Saul… When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from 
the flock, I went a er it, struck it and 
rescued the sheep from its mouth. 
When it turned on me, I seized it by its 
hair, struck it and killed it.’ (1 Samuel 17: 
34-5). 

When Saul couldn’t see why David 
would face Goliath, David remembered 
how God had stood at his side as he 
fought with wild beasts. He knew that 
God wouldn’t let him down as he      
confronted and challenged Goliath 
based on what God had done for him in 
the past. How is God using our past 
hurts, failures, discouragements and 
problems to enable us to look to him for 
his healing, forgiveness, peace and 
grace at work in our lives today? 
 

Like David, God will use our small       
private ba les to prepare us for the big 
public ba les we face! Looking back 
over the circumstances and situa ons 
that we have been through, we will see 
how God has been preparing us to face 
the ‘giants’ that lie ahead. 
 

b) Renew your Faith for Present          
Victories ‘Your servant has killed both 
the lion and the bear; this uncircum-
cised Philis ne will be like one of them, 
because he has defied the armies of the 

living God. The Lord who rescued me 
from the paw of the lion and the paw of 
the bear will rescue me from the hand 
of this Philis ne.’ (1 Samuel 17: 36-7) 
 

Saul kept thinking about how big Goliath 
was, while David could only see how 
small Goliath was compared to his God. 
He challenged Goliath because he knew 
that God would care for him in the    
present, as he had done in the past. He 
was not looking back, but up! No 
amount of remembering past  blessings 
will get us through present difficul es if 
we lack the assurance that God is with 
us today. Although we can be               
encouraged by yesterday’s victories, we 
cannot live on them. If we are facing a 
‘giant’ in our life today, are we trus ng 
the God who can do all things. Remem-
ber, God is bigger than any ‘giant’ that 
we will ever face! 
 

‘A problem is the pla orm upon which 
God desires to show how wonderfully 
He can provide.’ (O.S. Hawkins). 
 

Ar cle by Paul Hardingham  
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2015 will mark 75 years since the consecration of St Francis 
Church in Meir Heath in 1940. The church will be marking this special 
occasion with a year long celebration of its role in the local community. As 
well as special services, we want to stage a host of events to mark the 
changes that have taken place in the parish over the decades since 1940.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and help us to 
make this a very special celebration. Completed questionnaires can be re-
turned to St Francis (dropped in the letterbox if the office is closed) or why not 
complete it online?  Type in https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJ8JFJV to be 
taken directly to the survey. 

A lot  How much do you 
know about the   
history of our local 
area (Meir Heath, 
Meir Park, etc)? 

A little  

Nothing  

A lot  How interested 
are you in your 
heritage (local 
history, family 
history, etc) 

A little  

Not at all  

Which of the following events and activities would be of interest to you? 
Talks related to the history of St Francis and the parish  
Talks on the history of the area  
Family day focussing on Children's games since 1940  
Themed meals, e.g. ration book supper, 70s pub meal  
Through the decades Fashion show  
Hair and make-up demonstrations  
Themed dances e.g. tea dance  
Classic films since 1940s  
Other suggestion for events/lectures (please write below)  
 
None of these  

Age group Under18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

What is your postcode? .............................. 

Do you have any memorabilia (photographs, objects, etc) related to St Fran-
cis church or the local area that you would be willing to loan? All material will 
be returned. Please indicate the type of memorabilia and give us your contact 
details below. 
 

Name:................................................ Phone No................................................ 
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Church With Computers 
They're Back! 

 

Those wonderful Church Bulle ns! Thank 
God for church with computers. These       
sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) actually 
appeared in church bulle ns or were           
announced in church services: 
 

The Fas ng & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water. The sermon tonight: Searching   
for Jesus. 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not 
worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to 
the congrega on. 
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get. 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a 
friendship that began in their school days. 
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow. 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and 
listen to our choir prac ce. 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addi on of several new    
members and to the deteriora on of some older ones. 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bo les and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will 
be used to cripple children.. 
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious   
hos lity. 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medica on to follow. 
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the 
basement on Friday a ernoon. 
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. 
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 
Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM . All ladies are invited to 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall a er the B. S. is done.  
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congrega on would lend him their 
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back 
door. 
The eighth-graders will be presen ng Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement 
Friday at 7 PM. The congrega on is invited to a end this tragedy. 
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Ever Wonder? 
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin? 

Why women can't put on mascara with their mouth closed? 
Why don't you ever see the headline "Psychic Wins Lottery"? 

Why is "abbreviated" such a long word? 
Why is it that doctors call what they do "practice"? 

Why is it that to stop Windows 98, you have to click on "Start"? 
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavour, and dishwashing liquid made 

with real lemons? 
Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 

Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour? 
Why isn't there mouse-flavoured cat food? 

When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it? 
Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes?

Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections? 
You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why don't 

they make the whole plane out of that stuff? 
Why don't sheep shrink when it rains?

Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together? 
If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? 

If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress? 

A wife was making a breakfast of fried eggs for her husband. 
Suddenly, her husband came into the kitchen. 
"Careful," he said, "CAREFUL! Put in some more 
butter! Oh my GOD! You're cooking too many at 
once. TOO MANY! Turn them! TURN THEM 
NOW! We need more butter. Oh my GOD! WHERE 
are we going to get MORE BUTTER? They're going 2 STICK! Careful.. 
CAREFUL! I said be CAREFUL! 
You NEVER listen to me when you're cooking! Never! Turn them! Hurry up! 
Are you CRAZY? Have you LOST your mind? Don't forget to salt them. You 
know you always forget that. Use the salt. USE THE SALT! THE SALT!  
"The wife stared at him. "What is wrong with you? You think I don't know how 
to fry a couple of eggs?" 
The husband calmly replied, "I just wanted to show you what it feels like when 
I'm driving." 
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Grandma is eighty-eight years old and still 
drives her own car. She writes: 
 

Dear Grand-daughter, 
The other day I went up to our local Christian 
book store and saw a 'Honk' if you love Jesus' 
bumper sticker .. 
 

I was feeling particularly sassy that day because I had just come 
from a thrilling choir performance, followed by a thunderous prayer 
meeting. So, I bought the sticker and put it on my bumper. 
 

Boy, am I glad I did; what an uplifting experience that followed. 
I was stopped at a red light at a busy cross roads, just lost in 
thought about the Lord and how good he is, and I didn't notice that 
the light had changed. 
 

It is a good thing someone else loves Jesus because if he hadn't 
honked, I'd never have noticed. 
 

I found that lots of people love Jesus! While I was sitting there, the 
guy behind started honking like crazy, and then he leaned out of his 
window and screamed, 'For the love of God!' 'Go! Go! Go! Jesus 
Christ, GO!' 
What an exuberant cheerleader he was for Jesus! Everyone started 
honking! I just leaned out my window and started waving and   
smiling at all those loving people. I even honked my horn a few 
times to share in the love! 
 

There must have been a man from Florida back there because I 
heard him yelling something about a sunny beach. 
 

I saw another guy waving in a funny way with only his middle finger 
stuck up in the air. I asked my young teenage grandson in the back 
seat what that meant. He said it was a Hawaiian good luck sign. 
Well, I have never met anyone from Hawaii , so I leaned out the 
window and gave him the good luck sign right back. 
My grandson burst out laughing. Why even he was enjoying this   
religious experience!! 
 

A couple of the people were so caught up in the joy of the moment 
that they got out of their cars and started walking towards me. 
I bet they wanted to pray or ask what church I attended, but this is 
when I noticed the light had changed. So, grinning, I waved at all 
my brothers and sisters, and drove on through the intersection. PTO 
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A woman finds Aladdin's magic lamp. She starts rubbing it and a Genie comes 
out as usual. The woman looks at the Genie and asks him to grant her wishes: I 
want my husband to have eyes only for me. I want to be the only one 
in his life. I want him to sleep always by my side. I want that when he 
gets up in the morning I'm the first thing he grabs and takes me      
everywhere he goes. The   Genie turned her into a Smart Phone....!!! 

I noticed that I was the only car that got through the intersection  
before the light changed again and felt kind of sad that I had to leave 
them after all the love we had shared. 
 

So I slowed the car down, leaned out the window and gave them all 
the Hawaiian good luck sign one last time as I drove away. 
 

Praise the Lord for such wonderful folks!! 
Love, Grandma 

A world traveller once visited a small village in rural Mexico. At the local bar, 
someone asked him if he was married.  
'Divorced, actually. Never could find a woman I didn't end up figh ng with all 
the me.' 
'Then you should go talk to the old couple that lives on the hill outside the    
village, rumour has it that they have been married over 60 years and they   
never fought this whole me.' 
'What?? That's impossible!'  Exclaimed the traveller. But the local swore to him 
it was the truth and nothing but. 
The traveller just had to check it out, and in the morning he knocked on the 
door of the li le house on the hill and was immediately welcomed by the    
husband, who invited him for tea. A er the traveller explained why he came to 
see him, the man smiled and nodded. 
'It's true, we never fight.' 
'PLEASE,' Begged the traveller, 'can you tell me your secret??' 
'Well,' said the old man, 'It all started about 60 years ago, right a er the     
wedding. We were riding our mule back to town and walking it down the street 
when it tripped over a stone and my wife said to him “That's one.”. We kept 
riding and he tripped again on another stone, which made my wife                 
immediately say: "That's two." Two minutes later, the mule trips over a stone 
again. My wife said: “That's three.” Pulled out a gun I never knew she had and 
shot it in the head without thinking twice! I was shocked and yelled at her: 
"What the heck do you think you're doing?? We needed that mule, are you 
crazy???" My wife looked me straight in the eye and said: "That's one." And 
we haven't had a fight since. 
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Adam was hanging around the Garden of Eden 
feeling very lonely. So, God asked him, "What's 
wrong with you?" Adam said he didn't have       
anyone to talk to. God said that He was going to 
make Adam a companion and that it would be a 
woman. He said, "This pre y  lady will gather 
food for you, she will cook for you, and when you 
discover clothing, she will wash it for you. She will 
always agree with every decision you make and 
she will not nag you. And will always be the first to admit she was wrong when 
you've had a disagreement. She will praise you! She will bear your                 
children.  And never ask you to get up in the middle of the night to take care of 
them. "She will NEVER have a headache and will freely give you love whenever 
you need it."  
Adam asked God, "What will a woman like this cost?"  
God replied, "An arm and a leg."  
Then Adam asked, "What can I get for a rib?" …… The rest is history 
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Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense , who has 
been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his 
birth records were long ago lost in bureaucra c red tape. He will be remembered 
as having cul vated such valuable lessons as: 
- Knowing when to come in out of the rain; 
- Why the early bird gets the worm; 
- Life isn't always fair; 
- And maybe it was my fault. 
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than 
you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge). 
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-inten oned but overbearing  
regula ons were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual   
harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school for using   
mouthwash a er lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, 
only worsened his condi on. 
Common Sense lost ground when parents a acked teachers for doing the job that 
they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. 
It declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent to  
administer sun lo on or an aspirin to a student; but could not inform parents 
when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abor on. 
Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became businesses; and     
criminals received be er treatment than their vic ms. 
Common Sense took a bea ng when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in 
your own home and the burglar could sue you for assault. 
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, a er a woman failed to realize that a 
steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a li le in her lap, and was promptly 
awarded a huge se lement. 
Common Sense was preceded in death, 
-by his parents, Truth and Trust, 
-by his wife, Discre on, 
-by his daughter, Responsibility, 
-and by his son, Reason. 
He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers; 
- I Know My Rights 
- I Want It Now 
- Someone Else Is To Blame 
- I'm A Vic m 
- Pay me for Doing Nothing 
Not many a ended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.wix.com/mepics 

tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 FFLOWERS  & CO.            For all Occasions 
 

Hand Made Cards 
Artificial Flowers 
Gifts: Teddies, Helium Balloons 
Funeral Tributes 
Weddings: Bouquets, Displays 
Chair Covers, Sash Hire 
 
Tel: 01782 599957 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  
 

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  
 

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 

Come and browse our varied selection 
Credit & Debit Cards accepted 
Telephone orders welcome 
Free Local Delivery & Free Parking 
Find us at: 
www.flowersstokeontrent.co.uk 
 
277-279 Uttoxeter Road, Normacot 
(By Fire Station) 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm

St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 
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Jock was shipwrecked and washed ashore on a tropical island. As he opened his 
eyes and gazed around, he saw a lovely young woman wearing only a 
grass skirt. 
"Are you hungry?" she murmured. 
"Very," he groaned. So she reached into a li le bag woven from palm 
fronds, and brought out a pie and chips wrapped in the previous day's 
Sco sh News and s ll hot. He ate with gusto. 
"Are you thirsty?" she asked when the food had disappeared. 
"Very," he cried, wondering what was to come this me. From the li le bag she 
produced a bo le of fine old single malt whisky, and the astonished Jock took a 
long, contented swig. 
"And now," she said, nestling against him, "how would you like to play around?" 
Our Jock shot upright in disbelief. "Dinna tell me you've even got a set of golf 
clubs in there!" he cried.  

There was an old man who had worked all his life, had saved all of his money, 
and was a real "miser" when it came to his money. Just before he died, he said 
to his wife..."When I die, I want you to take all my money and put it in the   
casket with me. I want to take my money to the 
a erlife with me." And so he got his wife to    
promise him, with all of her heart, that when he 
died, she would put all of the money into the     
casket with him. Well, he eventually died. He was 
stretched out in the casket, his wife was si ng 
there - dressed in black, and her friend was si ng 
next to her. When they finished the ceremony, and just before the undertakers 
got ready to close the casket, the wife said, "Wait just a moment!" She had a 
small metal box with her; she came over with the box and put it in the casket. 
Then the undertakers locked the casket down and they rolled it away. So her 
friend said, "Girl, I know you were not fool enough to put all that money in 
there with your husband." The loyal wife replied, "Listen, I'm a Chris an; I  
cannot go back on my word. I promised him that I was going to put that    
money into the casket with him." You mean to tell me you put that money in 
the casket with him!?!?!? I surely did," said the wife. "I got it all together, put it 
into my account, and wrote him a check.... If he can cash it, he can spend it."  

Jock was digging peat at his cro  when a passing American tourist asks, "How 
much land do you have here? "About two acres" Jock replies. "You know back 
home it takes me a day to drive around my ranch!" the American boasts. "Aye", 
says Jock " I once had a car like that."  
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

 

Next meeting 21st July 
Cookery Demonstration by Trudi & Arthur 

CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

Third Tuesday Together 
 
 

July 15th, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
 
 

Prayer Walk 
 

            All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
         Next meeting on 1st July 

          

       St Francis Junior Church 
   Every Sunday (except school holidays)  

                  9.30am in the church hall 
                     Fun + Faith + Friends 
           * Bible stories * Games  * Art/Crafts * 
                            * Prayers * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 



 32 

11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Meetings are normally  
at St Francis Church, Sandon Road, Meir Heath: 

on Fridays  
6-7pm for Anchors (aged 5 - 8),  

7-8.30pm for Juniors (aged 8 - 11)  
8-9.30pm for Company (aged 11-15) 

 

If you would like more information or if you think 
you would like to help out with running these groups 

Tony Meredith 07581484188. 

The Brigade 
Has been a great success and needs 
more volunteers to help out on a 
Friday with Anchors, Juniors and 

Company. You don’t have to   
commit to every week - just whenever you can manage would 

be appreciated. Please see Sue or Tony if you can help. 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND 
THAT OF THE CHURCH: 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL 
POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR           
PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE 
CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ANY LOSS.      

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN 
OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, 
PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  
CONTACT THE POLICE on 101

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children under 4    
Holy Evangelists’ 

Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 
during term time.  

Please contact Sue if you would 
like to help: 

07960 210631 
or see her in church 
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A woman arrived at the Gates of Heaven. While she was wai ng for Saint 
Peter to greet her, she peeked through the gates. She saw a beau ful banquet   
table. Si ng all around were her parents and all the other people she had loved 
and who had died before her. They saw her and began calling gree ngs to her. 
"Hello - How are you! We've been wai ng for you! Good to see you." 
When Saint Peter came by, the woman said to him, "This is such a wonderful 
place! How do I get in?"  "You have to spell a word," Saint Peter told her. 
"Which word?" the woman asked. "Love." 
The woman correctly spelled 'Love', and Saint Peter welcomed her into Heaven. 
About a year later, Saint Peter came to the woman and asked her to watch the 
Gates of Heaven for him that day. 
While the woman was guarding the Gates of Heaven, her husband arrived. 
I'm surprised to see you," the woman said. "How have you been?" 
"Oh, I've been doing pre y well since you died," her husband told her. 
"I married the beau ful young nurse who took care of you while you were ill. And 
then I won the mul -state lo ery. I sold the li le house you and I lived in and 
bought a huge mansion. And my wife and I travelled all around the world. We 
were on vaca on in Cancun and I went water skiing today. I fell and hit my head, 
and here I am. What a bummer! How do I get in?" 
"You have to spell a word," the woman told him. 
"Which word?" her husband asked.
" Czechoslovakia" 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 
June’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (94)  Becky Wade 
2nd  £10 (50)  Mr Pinfield 
3rd  £5  (68)  Stephen Green  
 

 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join 
There are numbers available 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

June’s Draw  
 

No.  52   £20   Simon Huson 
No.  40   £10   Gladys Nicholson 
No.  23   £5   Beverley Huson 
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into 
church funds. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in having 
a number in our ‘100’ club, or another number to 

give you more chances of   winning, as I now 
have several numbers available.  

 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis 
'100' Club we have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All 

funds support the same cause!  
 

 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent 
each month. 

 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 



 35 

St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for July 

 8.00am 9.30am 

6th Chris Beech Lucy Ryan Judith Plant 

13th Richard Whitmore Keith Wheeldon Dawn Roberts 

20th Chris Beech Enoch Pritchard Richard Whitmore 

27th Judith Plant BENEFICE MASS HOLY EVANGELISTS 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for July 

6th 9.30 Sue Beardmore, Freda Fernyhough 

13th 9.30 Chris Goodwin, Terry Barlow 

20th 9.30 Chris Deaville, Barry Whitehouse 

27th  BENEFICE MASS AT HOLY EVANGELISTS’ 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for July 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 
 
 

July 6th Eileen Tabbernor 
July 20th Audrey Cahun / Sheila Johnson 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for July 

6th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

David 
Beardmore 

Dawn  
Roberts 

Judith  
Plant 

13th 9.30 Derek 
Smith Lucy  Mary  David  

20th 9.30 Derek 
Smith Mary  Lucy  David  

27th 11.15 BENEFICE MASS AT HOLY EVANGELISTS’ 

3rd 
Aug 9.30 David 

Beardmore Mary  Judith Mike  

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for July 

6th Yvonne Ryan, Sue Derbyshire, Mrs Lowndes 

13th Paula Whalley, Mrs Boughey, Lily Challinor 

20th Linda Nadin, Chris Thorne, Eileen Farnell, Ann McHardy 

27th BENEFICE MASS AT HOLY EVANGELISTS’ 

At St. Peter's  Church , they have weekly husbands' Marriage Seminars. 
At the session last week, the priest asked Giuseppe, who said he was       
approaching his 50th wedding anniversary, to take a few minutes and share 
some insight into how he had managed to stay married to the same woman 
all these years. 
Giuseppe replied to the assembled husbands, 'Wella, I'va tried to treat her 
nicea, spenda da money on her, but besta of all is, I tooka her to Italy for the 25th        
anniversary!' 
The priest responded, 'Giuseppe, you are an amazing inspiration to all the husbands 
here! Please tell us what you are planning for your wife for your 50th anniversary?' 
Giuseppe proudly replied, "I gonna go picka her up and bringa her back here." 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@talktalk.net 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
           Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: TBA 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 

 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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Things aren’t always what they 
appear to be…  this is the work of 

ar st Johannes Stoe er  



 40 

Memorabilia Needed  
For St Francis’ 75th Anniversary  

Celebrations 
If you have any photos please hand them in to 
the Parish Office (they can be scanned so you 
don’t need to leave the  originals).  Also a description of any 
other memorabilia you are prepared to lend. Many thanks. 

SAINT OF THE MONTH 


