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I have been a member of St Francis congrega on 
since Easter 1997 and now have the privilege 
of taking on the role of Children and Families’ 
Worker. 

· I stepped into the role, at the end of November 2013, which Sharon 
Churchill very successfully started over 22 months ago. 

· She le  behind several brilliant ini a ves, of which some of you may be 
aware, involved with or may not know about.  

These include: 
Messy Church (about 6 a year); Play Pals (pre- school Parent and Toddlers at 
Holy Evangelists); Busy Bees (a Chris an a er school club at St Ma hews); 

the Children’s Pilgrimage to Walsingham; the Children’s Holiday Club 
(joining with Broadway Methodist and the Chrisi an Growth Centre) and 

run at Broadway.  
I had the great pleasure of working alongside Sharon, as a volunteer, in 

these projects. 
· All of these took a lot of Sharon’s Family Worker me in research,            

collec ng materials, grants etc in order to get them up and running. 
Along side these, she was involved with other events taking place, with 
other ministries, linked to young people across the city. 

· I am con nuing all Sharon has started, along with regular assemblies into 
Alexandra Junior School and new links with Meir Heath Primary School. 

Hopefully over the next year we will see growth in all of these areas and 
other new ini a ves coming on board to help grow our church in our 
community for our community.  

This month’s magazine gives a be er insight on what is happening and has 
happened over the last few months. 

Sue Goodwin 
 

So what do I do? 
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Playpals runs during term me every Wednesday morning at 
Holy Evangelists, Normacot. It is free of charge but dona ons 
are very welcome and because of this it is self sufficient.  
It starts at 9.30am and runs un l 11am. 
Myself and Anne Becke  lead the ac vi es and we have a rota of supporters 
who serve tea, coffee, toast and biscuits. They work in pairs and it seems to 
work 2 weeks on and  4 weeks  off on a weekly basis. The team are Edna and 
Terry Barlow, Wendy Huson, Jenny Davies, Elaine Barre  and it looks like Mary 
Johnson is likely to go on the rota, because she is enjoying it so much having 
stepped in for Jenny whilst Jenny has undergone surgery for a knee                  
replacement. 
The number of children and parents/grandparents coming along can vary but it 
is usually about 6 or 7 children who come regularly with their parent(s) or 
grandparent(s). 
The ages range from baby to 3 to 4 year olds. 
It is lovely to see the children changing and developing. It is magical. As a busy 
parent we can miss our own children’s development because of the need to fit 
in so many things but also because they are there on a daily basis and we don’t 
always pick it up. Seeing these li le ones has taken me right back to my own 2 
boys growing up and with my grand children now, especially Harper-Rae. We all 
have such a great me, very easy going. 
There is no real structure to the me. There is a range of toys to play with, we 
usually have paper, crayons and a very simple cra  ac vity can be included. We 
usually include a story or song or both (Anne is brilliant and the children love 
her!!!). 
Anne has seriously been a God send. Not only have I learned so much but she 
knows how to encourage the young ones and can give good sound educa onal 
advice to parents. Her talents and skills and training in teaching young children 
are a blessing. God knew what he was doing when he sent her along to give me 
support.

‘PLAY PALS’ 
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From the Vicarage 
My dear friends 

Following on from a very successful parish pilgrimage to Walsingham in late 
May, the Month of Mary, the theme of pilgrimage con nues as we start        
preparing for our pilgrims to go to the Holy Land in September. For quite a few, 
this will be a return to what must be, for Chris ans, the holiest place on earth, 
the home of God’s Chosen People and the birthplace of Christ. For others of us, 
myself and Ann included, it will be a first trip to the Holy Land. For myself, I 
have to confess that much though I love Rome, the Eternal City and site of the 
martyrdoms of Peter and Paul, this has to be the supreme highlight of any     
pilgrimage experience. 

Whilst we were at Walsingham, Bishop Lindsay, the Shrine Administrator,        
focussed our a en on on the 
concept of pilgrimage through 
the use of the phrase ‘I am      
pilgrim’ or, be er, ‘We are       
pilgrim’. This provides us with 
the convic on that life itself is 
nothing less than a pilgrimage, a 
road towards God and that we, 
as the Chris an People of God, 
are necessarily engaged in this pilgrimage. Life, understood in this way, is a 
journey towards God in common, in communion, with our fellow Chris ans, for 
it is not one which we can undertake alone. Alone, we founder and lose our 
way; we become self-absorbed and limited by our own horizons. However, if 
we undertake this journey of pilgrimage as part of the People of God, we are 
given help and encouragement along the way, just as we are enabled to help 
others. Our vistas open to include ’the other’ and we cease to be defined by 
the word ’I’ and instead become an integral part of ’we’ - which is a term of    
rela onship. 

This is not only appropriate; it is essen al. God himself is a communion of    
Persons. Father, Son and Holy Spirit live together in mutual interdependence 
and we cannot properly think of one of these Persons without implying the 
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others. So it is with us, for we are created in the image and likeness of God and 
that means, if nothing else, that we are called to live like the Divine Persons, in 
a communion of interdependent love and fellowship. 

Being ’fallen’ human beings, of course, makes this very difficult for us; indeed, 
without the grace of God it would not be possible at all. God, however, gives us 
the help and strength we need for the journey. Primarily, this is through food 
and drink. Just as we could not undertake a purely physical journey without the 
food necessary for it, without liquid to revive our bodies, so in the journey      
towards God we are provided with the food from heaven, the Body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ, which supports and strengthens us through all the days of our 
lives. This food cannot be had in isola on from others. It can only be received 
as part of the Church, for it is the food of the Church. Detached from the 
Church there is no proper nourishment for the journey; as part of the Church, 
we are given that ‘daily bread’ which we require if we are to complete our      
pilgrimage to God. No individual can confect the Eucharist for his or her self; it 
can only be had within the context of the Church, the fellowship of the disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 

As Chris ans, though, we are called to live not for ourselves, but for others. 
When a Chris an community becomes wrapped up in itself, which is always a 
danger, it fails to live out its voca on.  That is why it is so important for us to 
reach out in prac cal ways to others. Our charitable giving, our voluntary work, 
our Chris an ac on, all contribute to living out the Chris an voca on. Ac on 
taken jointly with Chris ans of other tradi ons is par cularly important, as it 
lets us grow closer together in Christ and shows the world that, despite the 
things over which we might disagree very profoundly, we are united in showing 
the love of Christ to those in need. As a parish, we have worked with other 
Chris ans in our area to raise much-needed dona ons for the Stoke-on-Trent 
Food Bank. Now, as I have explained elsewhere in the magazine, we have the 
opportunity to extend our work in this area. I hope that we are able, with     
other Chris ans, to rise to the challenge. 

With every prayer and blessing 

Father David 
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Facing Up To Our Giants 
 

‘Challenges are what make life            
interes ng; overcoming them is what 
makes life meaningful.’ 
 

For us, ‘giants’ represent those      
problems, pressures and pains which 
we all face from me to me eg worry, 
fear, discouragement, difficult people, 
a stressful workplace or a hopeless   
situa on. A ‘giant’ is something that 
will distract us from focusing on God or 
divert us from serving him. 
 

The Philis nes had gathered their   
forces against Israel in the valley of 
Elah. They sent out their champion  
Goliath to in midate Israel and make 
them fear. He was a massive man at 9’ 
9” tall, who wore brass armour with a 
spear and a shield bearer. Twice a day 
for 40 days, Goliath demanded that the 
Israelites fight him. When David         
arrived he found God’s people in the 
bondage to fear because of this ‘giant’ 
who stood against them and their God. 
David understood the threat Goliath 
represented, but he was no match for 
the living God. He confront him with 
faith not fear: ‘You come against me 
with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of the 
Lord Almighty, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom you have defied.’ (45). 
 

Before David could fight Goliath, he 
had to acknowledge ‘who’ and ‘what’ 
he was facing. David confronted this 
‘giant’ in his mind and heart before he 
fought him. What ‘giants’ are we      

currently having to confront? 
 

Do we have resentment in our heart 
toward someone or something that 
has happened in the past? 
 

Are we running from something that 
God has called us to do? 
 

Is our family facing marital or financial 
difficul es? 
 

Are we having trouble with ‘guilt’ or 
‘shame’ over something that we have 
done in the past? 
 

Are we finding it difficult to have a  
consistent and commi ed Chris an 
life? 
 

As the Apostle Peter writes, ‘Be alert 
and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.’           
(1 Peter 5:8). 
 

Like David, we need to confront our  
giants and realise that we cannot move 
on in our Chris an life un l that ‘giant’ 
is dealt with. To understand how, come 
back next month!! 
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**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 10th June, 7.30pm at  
Holy Evangelists’, preceded by prayers 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Pat Mair at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Church Calendar Dates – June 2014 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, 

including the inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed  
on church no ce boards.  

 

Tuesday  3rd  St Charles Lwanga & Comp., Ms 

Thursday 5th  St Boniface, Bp & M 

Sunday  8th  Pentecost (Whitsun) 

Monday  9th  St Columba, Ab 

Wednesday 11th St Barnabas, Ap 

Friday  13th St Antony of Padua, Pr & Doc 

Sunday  15th Trinity Sunday 

Monday  16th St Richard of Chichester, Bp 

Saturday 21st  St Aloysius Gonzaga, Rel 

Sunday  22nd Corpus Chris  (trans.)  

Tuesday  24th Na vity of St John the Bap st 

Friday  27th The Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Saturday 28th St Irenaeus, Bp & M 

Sunday  29th Ss Peter & Paul, Aps 

Via Lucis       Monday 2nd June 7.30pm   St. Francis  
 

The Way of the Light  -  
a medita on similar to the Way of the Cross 
but reflec ng on Jesus’  
resurrec on appearances, through 14  
Sta ons, taking  us with him on the 
journey to Pentecost. 
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Date for  
your diary 

Fun Auction 
Night 

With Wine & Cheese supper 
Friday June 27th, 7.30pm 

St Francis’ Church Hall 
Tickets: £5 Please see  
Margaret or Christine 

 

Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 

Saturday 21st June 
Parish Trip to Conway / Llandudno 
Cost: £14.00. Leave St Francis 8.30am. 
Conwy in morning, Llandudno until late  
afternoon. Payment now required. 
 

Friday 22nd-Sunday 24th August 
Parish Trip to Cambridge / Ely 
Staying at Holiday Inn, Cambridge. Cost approx: £150 - no    
supplement for single rooms. 
 

Saturday 20th September 
Parish Trip to Blackpool- Details to follow soon. 
 

Friday 17th October 
Murder Mystery Evening 
St Mary’s church Hall, Cannock, 7pm 
Cost: £15 including coach and food, bar service available.  
 

Friday 19th December 
Christmas Meal & Disco at Moddershall Oaks.  
Starts 7.30pm. Cost: £37.50 (£10 deposit to Yvonne asap 
please). 

 

PRIZES NEEDED FOR RAFFLES PLEASE! 

Walsingham Pilgrimage 
Photos 

If you have photos from our 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 

please send them to Ann in 
the parish office—to be used 

in the next magazine.  
Don’t be shy!! 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 16th June  

Afternoon Tea at Oak Tree Farm - Oak Leaf Tea Room 
Please arrive for 1pm 

 

There will also be a talk by one of the members of staff. 
Their Mission Statement 

‘Oak Tree Farm provides a rural working environment where 
people with learning disabilities gain the skills, independence 
and confidence to take them towards an active role in society’.  

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT OF THE CHURCH: 
PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.    
  

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT THE 
POLICE.  The non-emergency Police contact number is 101 

Fr David will be at Walsingham on Retreat 
9th to 14th June 

After Mass on Monday 9th June Fr David will 
head off to Walsingham for a retreat.  Please 
pray for him and with him as he seeks God’s  
wisdom and guidance for the future of the    
Benefice and for the care of all its people. 
If you have any prayer requests please give 
them to Fr David or to Ann in the parish office 
or hand them in to the vicarage (and stay and have a cuppa!). 

Junior Church at St Francis’ 
Is in need of volunteers either as Leaders or as 

Helpers. If you would like to help out or just find 
out more about it please see Trudi, Sharon or Jane 

or ask for contact details in the parish office. 
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2015 will mark 75 years since the consecration of St Francis 
Church in Meir Heath in 1940. The church will be marking this special 
occasion with a year long celebration of its role in the local community. As 
well as special services, we want to stage a host of events to mark the 
changes that have taken place in the parish over the decades since 1940.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and help us to 
make this a very special celebration. Completed questionnaires can be re-
turned to St Francis (dropped in the letterbox if the office is closed) or why not 
complete it online?  Type in https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJ8JFJV to be 
taken directly to the survey. 

A lot  How much do you 
know about the   
history of our local 
area (Meir Heath, 
Meir Park, etc)? 

A little  

Nothing  

A lot  How interested 
are you in your 
heritage (local 
history, family 

A little  

Not at all  

Which of the following events and activities would be of interest to you? 
Talks related to the history of St Francis and the parish  
Talks on the history of the area  
Family day focussing on Children's games since 1940  
Themed meals, e.g. ration book supper, 70s pub meal  
Through the decades Fashion show  
Hair and make-up demonstrations  
Themed dances e.g. tea dance  
Classic films since 1940s  
Other suggestion for events/lectures (please write below)  
 
None of these  

Age group Under18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

What is your postcode? .............................. 

Do you have any memorabilia (photographs, objects, etc) related to St Fran-
cis church or the local area that you would be willing to loan? All material will 
be returned. Please indicate the type of memorabilia and give us your contact 
details below. 
 

Name:................................................ Phone No................................................ 
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Attendance and Collection Information: April 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

6th 86 88 34 

13th 96 97 148 (Holy 
Week) 

20th (Easter 
Sunday) 127 134 41 

27th 77 82 21 

    

Average Weekly collection £536.64 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
 

Baptisms:  
Holy Evangelists’ on Saturday 24th May 

Courtney Leigh Harrison-Davenport 
 

Weddings:  
None 

 

Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ 
 

None 
 

St Francis’ 
Marion Edwards on Monday 2nd June 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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What is it?? 
 
 
Its purpose is not necessarily to bring people into 
tradi onal church but provides an alterna ve form 
of worship and understanding of God. It is seen as a 
different way of bringing people to God through their children; possibly a more  
easily accessible awareness of God through ac vi es which are crea ve.  
We have had several successful Messy churches this 
year, with both new children and regular ones a ending. 
 
The January one was called Kick Start which had the 
theme of star ng a fresh and asking for God’s               
forgiveness. 
 

The one in March focused 
on God’s Love for us and we looked at the story 
and meaning of the Prodigal (or Lost) Son. 
 
The last one we did 
in May was focused 
on caring about 
those around us no 
ma er whether we 

like them or not, but simply because they are 
God’s children and He loves us all. We used the 
parable of the Good Samaritan and it was called 
Love Your Neighbour. 
 
The next one is on Saturday 7th June (note the date, it was Tuesday 17th June 
but needed to be changed) is a bigger Messy Church than usual and hopefully 
if the weather is good we will be able to use many areas of the church. The 
theme is based on Jesus and St Paul and I have called it “On the Move” as both 
Jesus and Paul travelled great distances to tell people about God. 
 
 The usual format is the children arrive with an adult(s), register and receive a 
bag to put their “goodies” in and then they make their way into the hall.  
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The hall has several prac cal ac vi es including thought provoking ones and 
the occasional perhaps ‘yukky/fun’ one like the “pigswill’ (Love God Messy 
Church) made from lots of green jelly (generously donated by the                 
congrega on!) with chunks of food in it such as bread 
roll, pizza slice, large pasta and so on (only the brave or 
foolish tried this one!) The idea here was to think about 
how desperate the son was and realised his need to go 
home to his dad (symbolising God) and ask him to     
forgive him so he could start again but also to get the 
children to think about how, in the world we live in, 
there are people in such desperate need of food that 
there can be no alterna ve but to scavenge for food from rubbish ps.  
The prac cal ac vi es usually last about an hour or so and are linked to the 
theme.  
 

A er the prac cal ac vi es we go into the church for the worship which tends 
to pull the ac vi es together, hopefully in a fun way, to get the message across 
of what the theme is about. Some mes we will sing a song. We close with the 
Messy Grace which is the Grace with ac ons.  
 

Everyone then goes back into the hall where the team will have fran cally (and 
I do mean fran cally) been clearing away the 
cra ing stuff so that the food can be put out to 
share. 
 

It is for any age from very small children to the 
adults who come with them. There have been   
occasions when both the grown up and the child 
go away with what they have made!!!! 
 

Anyone is welcome to come along and see what happens. Give it a go. You 
don’t have to bring a child with you! Come and have a nosey. 
 

Our next Big Messy Church is on Saturday 7th June at 11am. 
  



 19 

T
 h

 e
 

Event 

Across the City 
There are people like myself across our city who have a heart for growing the 
Kingdom of God. We all have different tles but the same purpose. We love 
God and we want everyone around us to know God. 
To this purpose several leaders have come together and have put on events. 
These events have been called the Big Event and is a big fun ac vity         
a ernoon. 
There is a Big Event happening at Broadway Methodist on 14th June 2014 
(See the informa on below or contact me for more details) in which I am     
involved along with the youth workers in Blythe Bridge, Weston Coyney, 
Sneyd Green, Biddulph and so on.  We want children from across the city to 
come and just have a good me with God. 
 

If you want to come, you need to REGISTER so that we have an idea of 
numbers 

This can be done: 

 1. Book on-line at bigevent.stoke@gmail.com 

Or 2. book through contacting Sue Goodwin on 07960210631 

Or email families@mhandn.org 

It is for all children in school  from Year 1 to Year 6 

There is a small charge of £2.00 per child  

if it can be afforded 
Look forward to hearing from you! 
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SSaturday 7th June 2014 
11am to 1pm 

At 

St Francis Church 

Sandon Road 

All children to be accompanied by adults please 

With Jesus and St Paul 

AND LOTS 
MORE ........ 

FREE 

But all donations 

are welcome 

A bigger than usual........ 

Raffle 
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St Ma hew’s Academy 
 

 

 

 

 
 
This takes place every Wednesday during term me. 
 

It is led by myself and Mrs Debbie Shaw who is a teaching assistant at St 
Ma hew’s school and is brilliant. We share the planning between us where 
usually Debbie organises the colouring, puzzles and so on and I do the story 
telling; either one of us can plan the cra  ac vity, when it’s cra ing, depending 
upon what it is. 
 

KS1 come in at 3.15pm and have a drink, biscuit or savoury and do some       
colouring or puzzles linked to the theme un l KS2 join them at 3.30pm. It       
finishes at 4.30pm. We can have any number coming along, between 20 and 30 
children. 
 

We want the children to enjoy being in the presence of God and discovering 
that He is fun, that He loves them so much and that He wants the best for 
them. 
 

Since we started up again in March we are working through the wonderful    
stories in the Old Testament taking it chronologically star ng with crea on and 
Adam and Eve.   
 

At the me of wri ng we are looking at the stories associated with the events 
in the life of Moses (the children made some beau ful sandals to symbolise 
Moses taking off his shoes at the Burning Bush) having looked at Noah,       
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph previously, with the idea of the events in the Old 
Testament  flowing  into the New Testament. 
The stories are told through cra , role play, games, puzzles and each session 
closes with 2 children being chosen to take home the Busy Bee bag (this       
contains colouring sheets, puzzles, hand held wooden cross, a book to write a 
prayer for the following week), reading the prayer wri en by last week’s Busy 
Bee, something from the treat box for being a very good Busy Bee and finally 
some prayers including the Busy Bee prayer. 
 

The me flies by with us all thoroughly enjoying ourselves. 
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So what else is happening at St Ma hew’s school linked to the church. 
 

I am going to be taking an assembly  once a month and will hopefully include 
the Busy Bees in that. 
There is the opportunity to take an occasional RE lesson. 
We are hoping to link the worship at St Ma hew’s to St Francis’ with more 
opportuni es for regular worship at St Francis’. 
I am also looking at a range of ac vi es which can take place at St Francis’ 
Church which will bring the children into church during the school day at 
different mes during the year. 
We are also looking at the possibility of star ng up a Parent and Toddler’s 
Group at St Ma hew’s school in September. 

 

I have recently started to become involved with Meir Heath   
Primary School. 

 

I was involved in the KS1 assembly at Easter which was wonderful and I     
absolutely loved being part of it but I must say it was even more amazing 
when St Francis’ church was full to over flowing with all the staff, children, 
parents and grandparents from the school for the KS2 Easter worship. It was 
powerful and very moving with the sound of the children singing and telling 
the Easter story musically.  I am looking forward to being able to experience 
this many more mes in the future. 
 

At the school for many years has been a group of children of mixed ages 
who meet on a Wednesday lunch me for half an hour and work towards 
crea ng an assembly for that term. The children are encouraged to come up 
with their own ideas so it truly becomes their assembly. It was led by Hiliary 
Hands , a teacher in the school and Youth Worker Chrissi Thompson from 
Blythe Bridge, but it has become part of my weekly role in the school and I 
am looking forward to it. I must confess I have a very hard act to follow in 
both Hiliary and Chrissi who have helped the group to blossom.  
Please keep us all in your prayers. 
 

I did an assembly just before the last Messy Church and hopefully I will     
become more involved in  linking the school with St Francis’ church. 

Meir Heath Primary School 
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Alexandra Junior School 
Regularly every month I go into Alexandra Junior School to take an assembly. 
This is a wonderful experience with a very welcoming staff and children. 
The assemblies have covered a different range of aspects linked to God: some 
have focused on the Chris an faith such as Lent, Easter and the appearances 
of Jesus a er his resurrec on whilst others have linked to God and his love 
for us through caring for each other, keeping our promises as God keeps his 
promises to us. 

11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and  
Girl’s Association 

Extra to my role as Children and Families’ Worker at St Francis’ is the Brigade. 
I run this voluntarily with other members from the church. 
I help to run the Anchors sec on with Sharon Churchill and the Juniors Sec on 
with Tony Meredith (who is the captain). 
It has now being running for 2 years and our numbers are steady. We are    
looking towards increasing our membership hopefully in the future as      
youngsters move on. 
It runs on a Friday night from 6pm to 8.30pm for Anchors followed by Juniors 
We have a team of helpers who do the drinks, dy things away, if needed, and 
run the tuck shop. The youngsters play games, cra , have trips out. 
It is all rooted in the Chris an faith so the theme is usually linked into the faith 
with prayers being  said and the message of the Gospel opened up. 
 
If you want to know more you can contact myself or Tony on 07581484188 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.wix.com/mepics 

tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 FFLOWERS  & CO.            For all Occasions 
 

Hand Made Cards 
Artificial Flowers 
Gifts: Teddies, Helium Balloons 
Funeral Tributes 
Weddings: Bouquets, Displays 
Chair Covers, Sash Hire 
 
Tel: 01782 599957 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  
 

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  
 

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 

Come and browse our varied selection 
Credit & Debit Cards accepted 
Telephone orders welcome 
Free Local Delivery & Free Parking 
Find us at: 
www.flowersstokeontrent.co.uk 
 
277-279 Uttoxeter Road, Normacot 
(By Fire Station) 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm

St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 
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Saint of the Month — June 2014 
Saint Barnabas 

 

In our church of St Francis, there is an icon of St Barnabas, one of 
the Apostles of the Church in Jerusalem, following the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, though he was not actually one of ‘the 
Twelve’. It serves both as a reminder of our parish pilgrimage to  
Cyprus a few years ago and of the devotion we should show to 
someone who had a massively important role in bringing the    
Christian faith to those of us who are not Jews. 
 

Barnabas was a native of Cyprus, a Jew from a family of Levites, or Temple servants. As 
such, he would have undoubtedly have spent much of his time in Jerusalem, where he 
was probably educated and where, according to the Acts of the Apostles, he had both 
family and an estate. Although some sources suggest he was one of ‘the Seventy’          
disciples of Jesus, it is actually more likely that he became a Christian (to use a slightly   
later term) in the events following that explosive growth of the new Church on the day of 
Pentecost. Originally named Joseph, the Apostles gave him the name of Barnabas, which 
is translated as ‘son of consolation’ - possibly indicating his abilities as a preacher. 
 

Barnabas seems to have spent the following years in Jerusalem, being a very active and 
highly thought of member of the Church, which was enduring its first period of persecution 
at the hands of Saul (later St Paul). Indeed, it was Barnabas who stood as sponsor for 
Paul when, after his conversion, he came to Jerusalem to talk to the leaders of the Church. 
Barnabas presumably saw something in Paul which remained with him and led to the     
decision to use Paul in mission work to the Gentiles. 
 

This came about through some unknown Christians first presenting the news of Jesus to 
Greek non-Jews, many of whom received this news with joy and wished to become   
Christians themselves. As many of these missionaries seemed to have been from Cyprus, 
it makes sense that it was Barnabas who was sent from Jerusalem to Antioch to             
investigate this new development. Though a Jew, he saw in these conversions the working 
of the grace of God and he instantly remembered Paul as being a man who would have a 
real heart for this work. Inspired by this idea, he set out at once for Paul’s home city of   
Tarsus and persuaded him to enter into what was to be the heart of his life’s work. After 
working for a whole year in converting many pagans in Antioch, Barnabas and Paul      
journeyed to Jerusalem to bring financial aid to the Church there which was suffering badly 
as a result of famine. Returning to Antioch with Barnabas’s young kinsman, John Mark, the 
two men entered even more deeply into their mission work. However, the Church in       
Antioch decided that the time was ripe for a more intensive campaign of missionary work 
and commissioned them to go out into the wider world.  
 

The first destination was none other than Cyprus. Probably it was felt that Barnabas, a   
local man, would have a point of entry here. It was a truly amazing experience on           
pilgrimage to walk through the very streets of the ancient port of Salamis where the two 
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missionaries would have walked after their arrival! They decided to cross the length of       
Cyprus to the provincial capital at Paphos and recruited the son of a local pagan priest to 
guide them on their journey, Iraklidios by name. This man was baptized and became the first 
Bishop of Tamassos. Martyred at the age of sixty, he was buried in the cave in which he had 
lived. Whilst in Cyprus, we were privileged to visit his tomb, the site of which is now the   
largest convent on the island, holding many young nuns. It was excellent to see the religious 
life flourishing on the island of St Barnabas. 
 

At Paphos, in the face of many difficulties Paul and Barnabas were successful in converting 
the Roman governor to Christianity, before sailing over to the coast of Asia Minor (modern 
Turkey). Despite an argument between Paul and Barnabas, caused by John Mark leaving 
them to return to Jerusalem, the two Apostles pressed on into the region, converting many 
wherever they went and establishing churches., often in the face of violent opposition from 
the resident Jewish communities. At Lystra, Paul and Barnabas were taken for the pagan 
gods Mercury and Jupiter and almost sacrificed a bull to them after Paul cured a lamed man. 
In their anger at having been cheated of a divine visitation, as they saw it, the crowd          
attacked the men and seriously wounded Paul. 
 

Finally returning to Antioch, Barnabas and Paul settled back into the life of the Church there, 
working actively to convert yet more pagans to the Faith.  However, opposition to this from 
some Jewish Christians led both Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, where at the so-called 
‘Council of Jerusalem’ (sometime between AD 47—51), their programme was approved.    
After a short period, Peter came to Antioch and freely associated with Gentile Christians. At 
the behest of some Jewish Christians, he stopped eating with former pagans who had not 
first been circumcised, because he feared to be thought of as being unrighteous in the sight 
of the Jewish Law. Barnabas joined Peter in this and both therefore fell foul of the anger of a 
furious Paul, who accused them of betraying the Gospel (Galatians 2:11-15). Paul seems to 
have made his point for , shortly afterwards, Barnabas agreed to revisit their earlier missions 
with Paul. However, he wished to have John Mark along again but Paul refused, on account 
of what he saw as the young man’s earlier desertion. This led to a severe disagreement    
between the two great missionaries, as a result of which they agree to part company. 
 

Barnabas sailed for Cyprus with his younger kinsman, after which little is known of him.  We 
can see from 1 Corinthians 9:5-6 that he was still living and working when this letter was 
composed (about AD 56) but it seems likely that by the time Paul was a prisoner in Rome 
(AD 61-63), Barnabas had died, as John Mark was attached to Paul as a disciple. Early and 
consistent traditions suggest that he was martyred in Cyprus.  
 

It was a great privilege to be able to pray at the tomb of this man, who was one of the most 
respected in the earliest Church, whilst we were in Cyprus. His commitment to the Gospel 
and his steadfast concern for bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who had  
never heard of him stands as an inspiration to us in these days, in which once more the task 
of proclaiming the Gospel to our own ‘pagans’ lies at the centre of what we are called to do. 
May St Barnabas pray for us that we may show the devotion to Christ which was his. 
 

Father David 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

 

Next meeting 16th June 
Afternoon Tea at Oak Tree Farm—Arrive for 1pm please 

CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

Third Tuesday Together 
 
 

June 17th, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
 
 

Songs of Praise 
 

            All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
         Next meeting on 3rd June 

          

       St Francis Junior Church 
   Every Sunday (except school holidays)  

                  9.30am in the church hall 
                     Fun + Faith + Friends 
           * Bible stories * Games  * Art/Crafts * 
                            * Prayers * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 
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11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Meetings are normally  
at St Francis Church, Sandon Road, Meir Heath: 

on Fridays  
6-7pm for Anchors (aged 5 - 8),  

7-8.30pm for Juniors (aged 8 - 11)  
8-9.30pm for Company (aged 11-15) 

 

If you would like more information or if you think 
you would like to help out with running these groups 

Tony Meredith 07581484188. 

The Brigade 
Has been a great success and needs 
more volunteers to help out on a 
Friday with Anchors, Juniors and 

Company. You don’t have to   
commit to every week - just whenever you can manage would 

be appreciated. Please see Sue or Tony if you can help. 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children under 4    
Holy Evangelists’ 

Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 
during term time.  

Please contact Sue if you would 
like to help: 

07960 210631 
or see her in church 

Please remember 
Sue is looking to 
add to the Messy 
Church team - 

please complete one of the 
forms (at the back of the 

churches) if you can help in 
any way with the         

remaining Messy Church 
events.  

Thank you! 
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Food Bank News 
 

For some me now, we have supported 
the work of the Stoke-on-Trent Food 
Bank by ac ng as a collec on point for 
dona ons, which are then kindly     
transported to the depot by members of 
the congrega on. This is vital work. Food 
Banks all over the country have been 
deluged by a growing demand for    
emergency help and this is certainly true 
of Stoke-on Trent’s own Food Bank.    
Dona ons of appropriate items are 
needed more than ever before. 
 

However, there is also a pressing need 
for more Distribu on Centres—places 
where people who have been referred 
to the Food Bank for emergency help 
can go to receive  parcels of food. At  
present, the southern part of our city 
has very few of these and, even more 
importantly, the city as a whole has a 
dire lack of Distribu on Centres open at 
weekends. This can mean that someone 
who is referred to the Food Bank on a 
Friday has to wait un l Monday to       
actually get the food they urgently       
require. 
 

The local churches in this area have 
therefore decided that it would be       
appropriate if we could set up a          
Distribu on Centre on an ecumenical 
basis. It is planned that we will work    
together as Chris ans by opening a   
Centre on Saturdays, when it is most 
needed. Obviously, volunteers from all 
our churches will be required to run this 
Centre successfully and appropriate 
training will be provided. In the first       

instance, the Centre will operate from St 
Clare’s, but it is hoped that we would be 
able to move it, later on, to Broadway 
Methodist Church, which is closer to 
where most people seeking help may 
come from. 
 

To this end, there will be an ini al 
mee ng on THURSDAY 5th JUNE at 
7.30pm in Meir Park 
Community Hall. If you 
wish to find out,   
without making any              
commitment at this 
stage, about what is 
involved, please 
a end this mee ng. This is an ideal way 
of showing our Chris an commitment 
together with our ecumenical partners 
and the more people who are able to 
volunteer to help the be er, as it will 
mean less me will be needed from 
each volunteer. 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 
May’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (15)  Freda Fernyhough 
2nd  £10 (53)  Anne Lowe 
3rd  £5  (104)  Elaine Davis  
 

 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join 
There are numbers available 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

May’s Draw  
 

No. 48   £20  Graham Parr  
No.  23   £10  Beverley Huson  
No.  84   £5  Gladys Nicholson  
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into 
church funds. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in having 
a number in our ‘100’ club, or another number to 

give you more chances of   winning, as I now 
have several numbers available.  

 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis 
'100' Club we have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All 

funds support the same cause!  
 

 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent 
each month. 

 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 



 35 

St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for June 

 8.00am 9.30am 

1st Chris Beech Lucy Ryan Richard Whitmore 

8th Keith Wheeldon Enoch Pritchard Judith Plant 

15th Chris Beech Enoch Pritchard Lucy Ryan 

22nd TBA TBA TBA 

29th TBA TBA TBA 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for June 

1st 9.30 Chris Goodwin, Terry Barlow 

8th 9.30 Linda Nadin, Edna Barlow 

15th 9.30 John Fernyhough, Arthur Barnard 

22nd 9.30 TBA 

29th 9.30 Keith Bradbury, Len Jervis 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for June 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 
 

June 8th Pentecost (Anthony Ashton)  Christine Deaville 
June 22nd Corpus Christi      Vera Arnold
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for June 

1st 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

David 
Beardmore 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Mary       
Johnson 

8th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Mary   
Johnson 

David     
Beardmore 

15th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Mary   
Johnson 

Lucy      
Ryan 

David     
Beardmore 

22nd 9.30 Judith 
Plant 

Dawn    
Roberts 

Lucy      
Ryan 

David     
Beardmore 

29th 9.30 David 
Beardmore 

Mary   
Johnson 

Judith   
Plant 

Derek     
Smith 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for June 

1st Doreen Bath, Thora Rushton 

8th Barbara Proctor, Mary Johnson, Chris Thorley 

15th Doreen Bath, Margot Cousins 

22nd Val Meredith, Joan Masterson, Doreen Unwin 

29th Sue Goodwin, Audrey Cahun, Judith Forrester 

Prayer at Pentecost 
 

Heavenly Father 
We all come from different places, a bit like that crowd on the first day of     
Pentecost. We are from different backgrounds, with different experiences that 
form us. I can’t be just like somebody else and no one else can be just like me. 
Thank you for the gi  of your Holy Spirit to speak and reveal your will to us in a 
way that is personal and unique. Help us to be open to receive him every day. 
Please go on filling us with your Spirit Lord, that we might be effec ve            
witnesses to Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 
In his name, 
Amen.                                                                               A prayer by Daphne Kitching 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@talktalk.net 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
           Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: TBA 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 

 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 



 39 

 
 
 

The 2nd weekend in March this year we took 5 children to Walsingham for the 
Children’s Pilgrimage. It is the second me we have been and hope that next 
year we can generate more interest from not just our own church school and 
church but to involve other local Anglo Catholic churches in our Diocese. 
On both occasions the children had a wonderful me. Three of the children 
went on both occasions. 
We travelled by mini bus loaned from the YMCA with a dona on being given to 
support the work of the YMCA. Fr David drove it. The children travelling were 
brilliant and as many of us know it is a long way. 
We stopped at the usual Farm Shop. 
We were based in Mileham House which we had to ourselves. 
Friday evening we gathered with the other churches in 
the Shrine where the Year4G team, Bishop Lindsey and 
Fr Stephen led the weekend. 
This year the theme is ‘Make Mary’s House Your Home’ 
at the Shrine. The Year4God team had created a wonder-
ful power point interac ve presenta on introducing each 
leader through their supposed ‘habitats’. It produced a 
lot of hilarity especially when Father Stephen’s home 
showed a bathroom clu ered with hair products!!! 
This was the start of a fun weekend which included, on Saturday morning, the 
walk to the Slipper Chapel and back carrying a banner made by the children; 
some walking bare foot.  On Saturday a ernoon they also had a great me on 
the huge inflatables and doing lots of cra  ac vi es followed by a disco in the 
evening. 
Sunday morning was a child friendly Eucharist totally involving the children 
through song and ac on followed by lunch and the sprinkling before Goodbye 
to the Holy House and home.  

 
 

I, for one, 
can’t wait for 

next year!! 
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Make Mary’s 
House 

Your Home 


