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RRegina Caeli 
 

The Regina Caeli is said during the Easter season through to Pentecost. 
 

Joy to thee O Queen of heaven, alleluia; 

He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia;  

As he promised, hath arisen, alleluia: 

Pour for us to him thy prayer, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 

R. For the Lord hath arisen indeed, alleluia.  
 

Let us pray: O God, who by the resurrection of thy Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ, hast vouchsafed to give joy to the whole world, grant, we beseech 

thee, that through the help of  his Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain 

the joys of everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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Wrong email address: 
A couple were going on vaca on but his wife was on a business trip so he went 
to the des na on first and his wife would meet him the next day. 
When he reached his hotel, he decided to send his wife a quick email. 
Unfortunately, when typing her address, he mistyped a le er and his note was 
directed instead to an elderly preacher’s wife whose husband had passed away 
only the day before. 
When the grieving widow checked her email, she took one look at the monitor, 
let out a piercing scream, and fell to the floor in a dead faint. 
At the sound, her family rushed into the room and saw this note on the screen: 
Dearest Wife, 
Just got checked in. Everything prepared for your arrival tomorrow. 
P.S. Sure is hot down here. 
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From the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends 

May is traditionally known as ‘the month of 
Mary’ and is a time when many parishes have 
a period of special devotion to the Mother of 
God. That this is not a custom in our parish 
does not mean that Mary is unimportant to us. 
On the contrary, the very fact that so many of 
our people have a great love of pilgrimage to 
Marian shrines, and especially to the shrine of 
the Holy House at Walsingham, clearly        
indicates that Mary has a special place in our 
hearts. Indeed, the annual parish pilgrimage 
to Walsingham fortuitously takes place during 
this month and is an opportunity for, among other things, renewing our devotion 
to Our Lady. 

Mary is of vital importance in God’s plan of salvation, for without her ’yes’ to 
God, Jesus could not have been born, for God never overrides our freedom to 
reject him and his plans for us. Mary’s simple, trusting response to God, even 
though it would involve hardship and potential scandal for her, is the greatest  
example we have of a human being so utterly devoted to God, so trusting of him 
and so willing to offer herself as a living sacrifice. 

It is a great sadness that Mary’s place in salvation history should be a source of 
division among Christians, for Mary does nothing other than point the way to 
Christ for us. Virtually all statues and icons of Mary (images of Our Lady of 
Lourdes is a notable exception, as they represent a series of historical            
appearances) show Mary as pointing to the son, Jesus, she carries in her arms. 
Theologically, this is precisely because Mary is important only because of her 
bearing Christ and her role in directing our sight to him and away from her in and 
for herself. 

It is a vital truth, as well, that all doctrines about Mary are actually doctrines 
about Christ and about humanity. Mary is, if you like, a microcosm of our         
relationship with God in Christ! Without any attempt at being exhaustive, we can 
first of all say that even her title of Mother of God tells us immense things. She is 
not only the mother of the human being, Jesus of Nazareth but because Jesus is 
God in the flesh, God the Son who becomes a human being for us, she is also 
properly the mother of God, for we cannot split Christ up into a human ‘part’ and 
a ‘divine’ part, with Mary being the mother of the human but not the divine. Jesus 
is one Christ, a perfect unity of human and divine and Mary is the mother of this 
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God-Man Jesus and therefore rightly called ‘Mother of God’. Unless she is given 
that title we are running the risk of failing to understand Jesus properly and 
denying the reality of the Incarnation—and hence of our salvation! 
When, for instance, we insist that Mary was taken up, body and soul, into    
heaven after her death, we are not only saying that Christ loves his mother so 
much that she was given this special privilege, we are also making a point about 
the nature of heavenly existence and the Resurrection of humanity. The body is 
of vital importance. When we die, we are not left to wander around as             
disembodied spirits, for we are not angels but a unique mixture of spirit and 
flesh, each being of supreme importance. Without either, we would not be what 
we are and therefore when we attain to the fullness of the Kingdom of God we 
will possess our bodies. These, of course, will be transfigured as Christ’s is 
transfigured and we will therefore not be subject to the limitations of mortal     
nature. Mary’s assumption into heaven is a means of God demonstrating both 
the importance of the body and also allowing us to see our future in the person 
of Mary, who goes before us into heaven as our pattern and example. 
Moreover, the titles of honour and the special place accorded Mary in the plan of 
salvation reflects on all Christian women and acts as a strong corrective to that 
strand of thinking that asserts that women have little place or effective role in 
Christianity, being reduced instead to the position of passive dependency on 
men. Rather, in Mary we see the vital place of women in the plan of salvation. To 
no man is it given to be the ‘Father of God’, to no man is it given to play such a 
vital role in procuring our salvation. A proper understanding of the role of Mary 
acts as a corrective to the extremes of seeing women as being passive and 
somehow ’inferior’ to men (after all, the Bible explicitly states that Jesus was 
obedient to Mary, a woman!) and, at the other end of the spectrum, a tendency 
to follow much secular feminism and end up both denying  the nature of women 
as being different in essence from men and  even going so far as to so despise 
men that the reality of Jesus as a man is denied! 

The parish has, for a number of years, had a small but active cell of the Society 
of Our Lady of Walsingham, which has met for prayer, for social activities and for 
learning more about Our Lady. However, over the last couple of years, for a    
variety of reasons, the cell has really ceased to function. I therefore intend to 
have a go at revitalizing the group, starting in early June. We shall start with a 
video about an aspect of Mary, devotion to Our Lady or pilgrimage to her shrines 
and discussion, as well as, of course, an opportunity for prayer and a cup of tea!  
Even if you haven’t had much interest in Mary before or are not a member of the 
Society of Our Lady of Walsingham, I would strongly encourage you to come 
along. Who knows? It may be the start of something very special indeed. 

With every blessing for Mary’s month, Your priest and friend, Father David 
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Our Parish  
Walsingham Pilgrimage 

16th—18th May 
 

May our pilgrims have a 
joyous and peaceful   

pilgrimage! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With grateful thanks to 
Clive Lilley who is giving 
up as organiser this year 

after 18 years! 
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**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 13th May, 7.30pm at  
Holy Evangelists’, preceded by Mass at 7pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Pat Mair at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Church Calendar Dates – May 2014 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, 

including the inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed  
on church no ce boards.  

 

Friday   2nd St Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Tuesday  13th Our Lady of Fa ma 

Wednesday 14th St Ma hias, Apostle 

Monday  19th St Dunstan, Bishop 

Tuesday  20th St Bernardine of Siena, Priest 

Wednesday 21st St Helen, Empress 

Thursday  22nd St Rita of Cascia, Religious 

Saturday  24th St Aldhelm, Bishop 

Thursday  29th The Ascension of the Lord 

Saturday  31st The Visita on of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Parking space 
 

Angus was driving 
down the street 
worried because he 
had an important 
mee ng and   
couldn't find a parking place. So, looking up        
toward heaven, he said "Lord, take pity on 
me. If you find me a parking place I will go to 
Mass every Sunday for the rest of my life and 
give up whisky." A moment later,                  
miraculously, a parking place appeared.     
Angus looked up again and said, "Never 
mind. I found one." 
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PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  
 

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is   
usually about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before 
this date.  
 

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of 
the parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are      
included on the understanding that any views expressed are their own, 
and not necessarily shared by the PCC or the Editor. 

Date for  
your diary 

Fun Auction Night 
With Wine & Cheese 

supper 
Friday June 27th, 7.30pm 

St Francis’ Church Hall 
Tickets: £5 Please see  
Margaret or Christine 

 

Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 

Saturday 21st June 
Parish Trip to Conway / Llandudno 
Cost: £14.00. Leave St Francis 8.30am. 
 
Friday 17th October 
Murder Mystery Evening 
St Mary’s church Hall, Cannock, 7pm 
Cost: £15 
Coach and food included, bar service  
Available. Tickets available soon. 

Underfloor Heating 
Work is due to start on the 
underfloor heating at St 

Francis’ this month. Apologies 
in advance for any disruption 
this will cause.  Keep an eye 

on the Bulletin for any  
changes. 

It will all be worth it when we 
are warm next winter! 
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2015 will mark 75 years since the consecration of St Francis 
Church in Meir Heath in 1940. The church will be marking this special 
occasion with a year long celebration of its role in the local community. As 
well as special services, we want to stage a host of events to mark the 
changes that have taken place in the parish over the decades since 1940.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and help us to 
make this a very special celebration. Completed questionnaires can be re-
turned to St Francis (dropped in the letterbox if the office is closed) or why not 
complete it online?  Type in https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJ8JFJV to be 
taken directly to the survey. 

A lot  How much do you 
know about the   
history of our local 
area (Meir Heath, 
Meir Park, etc)? 

A little  

Nothing  

A lot  How interested 
are you in your 
heritage (local 
history, family 

A little  

Not at all  

Which of the following events and activities would be of interest to you? 
Talks related to the history of St Francis and the parish  
Talks on the history of the area  
Family day focussing on Children's games since 1940  
Themed meals, e.g. ration book supper, 70s pub meal  
Through the decades Fashion show  
Hair and make-up demonstrations  
Themed dances e.g. tea dance  
Classic films since 1940s  
Other suggestion for events/lectures (please write below)  
 
None of these  

Age group Under18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

What is your postcode? .............................. 

Do you have any memorabilia (photographs, objects, etc) related to St Fran-
cis church or the local area that you would be willing to loan? All material will 
be returned. Please indicate the type of memorabilia and give us your contact 
details below. 
 

Name:................................................ Phone No................................................ 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 19th May at 2.00pm 

Jill and Olga—Flower Demonstration  
 

On Tuesday 25th March I went to the Lady Day Service at 
Hartshill Church. It was a lovely service, followed by a     
wonderful tea made by the Hartshill members. There were 
some members there from Trentham too and it was so good 
to share our faith and fellowship together. 
 

On 6th April we welcomed three new members: Janis    
Johnson, Shelley Brooker and Penny Cripps.  There are      
another six to be enrolled, hopefully at the end of May at     
St Francis’. 
 

The Easter raffle was drawn on 13th April (a list of winners is 
on both church notice boards).  The raffle raised £72 so with 
money in fund already this means we can give another £100 
to one of the MU charities.  Thank you all for your support. 
 

Love  
Jenny 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT OF THE CHURCH: 
PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.    
  

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT THE 
POLICE.  The non-emergency Police contact number is 101 

Christian Aid Charity Walk 
Please hand in any outstanding donations to 

the parish office for forwarding.                
Cheques payable to “Christian Aid” please. 
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Attendance and Collection Information: March 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

2nd 77 78 87 (Ash 
Weds) 

9th 99 100 25 

16th 77 78 27 

23rd 101 102 
52  
Annunciation 

30th 95 100 38 

Average Weekly collection £511.79 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
 

Baptisms:  
St Francis’ on Saturday 12th April 

Jack Holden, Dexter Richard Jones and Jack Gareth Steele  
 

Weddings:  
None 

 

Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ 
Gladys Onions on Thursday 17th April 

 
 

St Francis’ 
None 
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Evelyn Underhill was an Anglican mys c (1875—1941).  She was 
fond of quo ng St Teresa’s saying that “to give Our Lord a perfect 
service Martha and Mary must combine.” Her mornings were given 
to wri ng and her a ernoons to visi ng the poor and to spiritual  
direc on. 

 

Mistake 
A mistake is proof that someone was at least trying to   
accomplish something. 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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A way in the wilderness 
Has your path in life led you into a wilderness?  They are lonely, dry places.   
Perhaps your friends are enjoying their families, their health, their marriages, 
their work, and their leisure me.  Meanwhile, you face family disrup ons, or 
constant pain, or daily arguments, or misery Monday-Friday, or financial       
worries, and the thought of a holiday is a just a daydream. 
 

God made a promise to the Israelites long ago that holds true today:  ‘I will 
make a way in the wilderness…’ (Is 35) He knows where you are, and he has 
not forgo en you.  Some mes we could wish he’d send a helicopter to get us 
out of our wilderness.  But wise Chris ans learn to accept the deserts of life, 
because it is in the desert that we discover the sweetness of God’s love for us.  
 

In Deuteronomy it says that Jacob learned to suck honey out of the rock!      
Non-Chris ans need to have the honeycombs of life before they can enjoy any 
sweetness.  But Chris ans can take the difficult things of life and know that     
Jesus will help them find the nourishment they need in the midst of the         
wilderness.   Remember the promise:  ‘The Lord himself goes before you and 
will be with you.  He will never leave you nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid, do 
not be discouraged.’  Deut. 31.8 
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I’ve learned- 
that sometimes when I’m angry I have the right to be angry, but 
that doesn’t give me the right to be cruel. 
I’ve learned- 
that you cannot make someone love you. All you can do is be  
someone who can be loved. The rest is up to them. 
I’ve learned- 
that it takes years to build up trust, and only seconds to destroy it. 
I’ve learned- 
that no matter how good a friend is, they’re going to hurt you every 
once in a while and you must forgive them for that. 
I’ve learned- 
that you should never ruin an apology with an excuse. 
 

I’ve learned- 
that it’s taking me a long time to become the person God wants me 
to be. 
I’ve learned- 
that you can keep going long after you can’t. 
I’ve learned- 
that it isn’t always enough to be forgiven by others. Sometimes you 
have to learn to forgive yourself. 
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Only one cap on 
was suggested -

from our man Bill 
himself! 

Work is for those  
who don’t know how to fish... 

More Photos from Easter at St Francis’ -  
and the first ou ng of many for their new banner 
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When you plan your garden this Spring
as well as your beau ful flowers remember: 
 

Plant three rows of peas: 
Peace of mind 
Peace of heart 
Peace of soul. 
 

Plant four rows of squash: 
Squash gossip 
Squash indifference 
Squash grumbling 
Squash selfishness. 
 

Plant four rows of le uce: 
Le uce be faithful 
Le uce be kind 
Le uce be happy 
Le uce really love one another. 
 

No garden should be without turnips: 
Turnip for service when needed 
Turnip to help one another 
Turnip the music and dance. 
 

Water freely with pa ence and
Cul vate with love. 
There is much fruit in your garden. 
Because you reap what you sow. 
 

To conclude our garden 
We must have thyme: 
Thyme for fun 
Thyme for rest 
Thyme for ourselves 

A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears. When 
ques oned by his anxious mother, he replied, “This morning 
they told me that Jesus wants me for a sunbeam. But I want 

to be a train driver!” 
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Saint of the Month — May 20144  St Bernardine of Sienaa 
Bernardine is one of Italy’s most popular saints to this day, 
owing to his simplicity of life, his devotion to the cause of 
making peace in the war-ravaged Italy of his day and to his 
inspirational sermons which were the cause of countless 
thousands of people all over the country abandoning lives of 
sin and turning to Christ through exemplary living. 
Born to a noble family in Massa, an outlying town of Siena, in 
1380, the young Bernardine was orphaned at the age of six 
and brought up by three very religious aunts, who ensured 
that he enjoyed an excellent secular education but also was 
brought up in complete faithfulness to Christ and his teachings. Following university,  
Bernardine embraced a life of prayer, seclusion and the service of the sick. At the age of 
only twenty, he found himself, with only a few companions, running a major hospital for 
four months during a plague outbreak. His success here came at a great cost, though. 
His health was so badly damaged by the work that he was never to fully recover. 
With the plague ended, Bernardine gave away his wealth to the poor and entered the 
Franciscan Order in 1403 and was ordained priest in the following year. At that time, the 
Franciscans had organized into different groupings, though still part of the one Order, 
because of disagreements about how strictly Francis’s original Rule was to be kept. The 
group Bernardine entered was the Conventuals, probably so-called because they lived 
more or less permanently in large ‘convents’ or religious houses. Clearly, though,       
Bernardine found this irksome because he soon moved to a stricter ‘Observantine’     
convent just outside Siena. 
For the next thirteen years or so, Bernardine seems to have lived the life of a Franciscan 
friar in an unremarkable way, probably given over to study, prayer and the service of the 
poor, all under the instruction of his religious superiors. However, in  1417, now aged in 
his mid thirties, Bernardine began what was to be his life’s work. Starting in Milan, he 
conducted a series of preaching missions throughout Italy, walking everywhere. Such 
was his eloquence that huge crowds began to gather to hear him speak. Eye-witnesses 
accounts tell of crowds of as many as  30,000 coming to hear him preach the Gospel. 
Bernardine’s watch-word, just like St Francis before him, was ‘Peace’. This formed the 
backbone of most of his sermons, which were directed not at forming nice, pious 
thoughts in his hearers but at radically challenging their way of life. Human nature does 
not change and the people of 15th Century Italy, though Christian, were as engulfed in 
vice and depravity just as much as people of today, or of any age. Bernardine called 
them to abandon their wicked ways (and he wasn’t afraid to remind them, in detail, that 
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God’s sentence of Hell awaited those who did not repent) and turn to Christ. However, 
he was also much given to mimicry and making jokes in his sermons, which made him 
incredibly popular. Such was his success that the churches were packed with people 
making their confessions, political enemies forgave each other and restored liberty to 
prisoners, gave return to exiles and property back to owners from whom it had been  
confiscated. People abandoned Godless occupations and, in particular, were taught a 
special attachment to the  Holy Name of Jesus, Bernardine being the first to make of this 
a particular cult. 
Success, though, engenders jealousy and enemies! He was, because of his promotion 
of devotion to the Name of Jesus, accused of heresy and Jewish tendencies, particularly 
by some Dominicans and finally, was summoned before the Pope himself to give an    
account. However, his opponents were largely silenced when Pope Martin V, having    
examined the matter closely, not only cleared the saint of the charges against him but 
expressly commanded that he preach freely throughout Rome itself. Bernardine was 
subsequently offered the opportunity to become a bishop, on three occasions, but each 
time turned it down because, as he said, he had the whole of Italy as his mission field, so 
why would he restrict himself to one small part of it! After Pope Martin’s death, his       
tormentors renewed their accusations against Bernardine, but he was finally justified 
when, in 1430, the celebration of the Feast of the Holy Name was granted to the       
Franciscans by Pope Eugene IV and which was finally permitted to the whole Church in 
1722. 
Becoming the Superior of the Observants in 1438, Bernardine threw himself into the 
work of reform and encouraging growth. Such was his level of success in this that, 
whereas there had been only 130 Observant friars in Italy when he had joined the Order, 
by the time of his death this had grown to over 4000! Much of the latter part of his life 
was given over to trying to help bring about peace in the Church, not least in healing the 
breach between East and West at the Council of Florence, where his learning gave him 
the ability to speak to the assembled ambassadors from the East in Greek—something 
which few even of the bishops could do! 
In 1444, in spite of increasing illness, Bernardine was on the road again, on yet another 
preaching mission, this time to the South of Italy. Worn out by sickness and hard work, 
Bernardine reached the city of Aquila in a dying state. In imitation of St Francis,          
Bernardine lay on the bare ground as he was dying, passing into glory on the eve of    
Ascension Day, 20th May, just as the Friars in the church were singing the antiphon 
‘Pater manifestavi nomen Tuum hominibus . . .’ (‘Father, manifest your name among 
men’) - a most fitting climax of praise for the man who had done so much to make the 
Name of  Jesus so venerated. 
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Prayer when life is difficult 

Father, 
 

There are mes when we don’t                
understand why things are as they are; 
why those children are hungry and home-
less; why that person we prayed for died 
when they had so much s ll to live for; 
why that rela onship broke down; why 
that accident happened to that lovely lady. 
There are mes when we don’t know how 
to pray, when we just don’t know… 

Help us, Lord, at such mes, to remember 
what we do know; that you are our        
creator; that you love each one of us with 
the love of a perfect father; that you sent 
Jesus for just such mes as these, to be 
our hope, to be our Saviour, to be with us 
always, in all circumstances. Help us to   
remember your goodness to us in the 
past, to trust that you are walking with us 
in the present and to have confidence in 
the future, because you alone hold it      
securely in your hands.  

Remind us every day Lord to trust in you 
with all our hearts and not to depend on 
our own understanding – which is limited 
by our humanity. 

Thank you Father 
that we are your        
children and you do 
hear our prayers, 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 

With our Chris an pilgrimage in mind… 
 

You can become a Chris an in a moment, 
but not a mature Chris an. Christ can   
enter, cleanse, and forgive you in a ma er 
of seconds, but it will take much longer 
for your character to be transformed and 
moulded to his will. It takes only a few 
minutes for a bridegroom to be married, 
but in the rough-and-tumble of their 
home it may take many years for two 
strong wills to be dovetailed into one. So 
when we receive Christ, a moment of 
commitment will lead to a life- me of   
adjustment. - John Sto  
** 
Goodness is, so to speak, itself; badness is 
only spoiled goodness. And there must be 
something good first before it can be 
spoiled. - C S Lewis 
** 
Anxiety is an a empt to carry the burden 
of the future oneself; prayer is leaving it 
safely in the hands of God. 
** 
When faced with a choice and unsure 
which way to go, try this Igna us method 
of discernment: prayerfully imagine   
yourself at the end of your life and      
consider…. ‘which choice would I wish I 
had made?’ 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.wix.com/mepics 

tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 FFLOWERS  & CO.            For all Occasions 
 

Hand Made Cards 
Artificial Flowers 
Gifts: Teddies, Helium Balloons 
Funeral Tributes 
Weddings: Bouquets, Displays 
Chair Covers, Sash Hire 
 
Tel: 01782 599957 

Come and browse our varied selection 
Credit & Debit Cards accepted 
Telephone orders welcome 
Free Local Delivery & Free Parking 
Find us at: 
www.flowersstokeontrent.co.uk 
 
277-279 Uttoxeter Road, Normacot 
(By Fire Station) 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
     Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm 
St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 

Encyclopaedias 
Sor ng our books for the local fete, a parishioner came across some well-worn 
and dusty illustrated encyclopaedias, treasured from his childhood. Unwilling to 
part with them, he put them on a shelf in the garage where his small         
grandchildren found them and spent many happy hours looking at the pictures. 
These books, however, caused him great embarrassment the day the priest 
came to visit. One of his grandchildren suddenly said: “Grandad, can we go look 
at those dirty books you keep in the garage?” 
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The story behind ‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’ 
 

Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the 
bounds of Easter, and gets sung regularly at other mes of the year. It has two 
stories behind it. 
 

First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but was wri en 
by Handel for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746. Originally 
the words ran ‘See the conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the  
story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, Judas Maccabeus, who 
led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With its  
triumphant refrain a er each verse, the music is easy to learn and sing, and can 
be (and has been!) played to great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in 
a large resonant church, or even on guitars (!). 
 

Secondly, the words. They were 
not wri en un l 1884 – 138 years 
a er the  music. We owe them to 
the Rev Raymond Budry, a Swiss 
pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in 
the Free Evangelical Church in 
Vaud, he spent 35 years as the     
pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva. 
Budry wrote the hymn in French 
(‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console     
himself a er the death of his first wife, and a year later (1885) it was published 
in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into English – translated by a   
Bap st minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle. By 1904 it had 
made the YMCA Hymn Book, and was being translated   into other languages. 
 

It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming words and music, but 
when they did, the hymn really took off. The theme of ‘ba le’ is never far from 
this hymn, whether it was the ba le of Judas Maccabeus, or the ba le over sin 
which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of 
course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all me: sin and 
death. 
 

What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his ba le music had       
become one of the world’s most popular and well-known Easter hymns? He was 
a devout man, working for the poor, praying twice each day, and a ending St 
Pauls’ Cathedral. So it seems pre y certain that he would be delighted. 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

 

Next meeting 19th May 
Jill & Olga - Flower arranging 

CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

Third Tuesday Together 
 

May 20th, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
Mary's Month of May  

 

A reflection and celebration of Mary's role in     
the Christian story 

 

      All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
         Next meeting on 6th May 

          

       St Francis Junior Church 
   Every Sunday (except school holidays)  

                  9.30am in the church hall 
                     Fun + Faith + Friends 
           * Bible stories * Games  * Art/Crafts * 
                            * Prayers * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 
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11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Meetings are normally  
at St Francis Church, Sandon Road, Meir Heath: 

on Fridays  
6-7pm for Anchors (aged 5 - 8),  

7-8.30pm for Juniors (aged 8 - 11)  
8-9.30pm for Company (aged 11-15) 

 

If you would like more information or if you think 
you would like to help out with running these groups 

Tony Meredith 07581484188. 

The Brigade 
Has been a great success and needs 
more volunteers to help out on a 
Friday with Anchors, Juniors and 

Company. You don’t have to   
commit to every week - just whenever you can manage would 

be appreciated. Please see Sue or Tony if you can help. 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children under 4    
Holy Evangelists’ 

Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 
during term time.  

Please contact Sue if you would 
like to help: 

07960 210631 
or see her in church 

 
 
 
 

The Brigade Fayre 
Saturday 10th May 

10am - 1pm 
St Francis’ Church Hall 



 33 

No, not the roof, the organ or the          
windows - it’s for the vicar’s                    
post-Easter-pre-Christmas recupera on 
holiday-break. 

Pam found herself elected to      
Deanery Synod. 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 
April’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (56) Kevin Nadin 
2nd  £10 (8)  Joan Masterson 
3rd  £5  (29) Ken Edwards  
 

 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join 
There are numbers available 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

April’s Draw  
 

No. 37   £20  Christine Geary   
No.  41   £10  Paul Sumner  
No.  96   £5  Jenny Davies  
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into 
church funds. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in having 
a number in our ‘100’ club, or   another number to 

give you more chances of   winning, as I now 
have several numbers available.  

 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis 
'100' Club we have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All 

funds support the same cause!  
 

 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent 
each month. 

 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 



 35 

St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for May 

 8.00am 9.30am 

4th Keith Wheeldon Judith Plant Keith Wheeldon 

11th Chris Beech Lucy Ryan Judith Plant 

18th Chris Beech Richard Whitfield Lucy Ryan 

25th Judith Plant Enoch Pritchard Keith Wheeldon 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for May 

4th 9.30 Keith Bradbury, Len Jervis 

11th 9.30 Jean Finney, Barbara Smith 

18th 9.30 John Fernyhough, Arthur Barnard 

25th 9.30 Margaret Pritchard, Paula Walker 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for May 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome
 

May 4th  Easter Flowers 
May 11th  Judith Plant  
May 18th  Sheila Johnson 
May 25th  Edna Barlow 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for May 

4th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

David 
Beardmore 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Mary        
Johnson 

11th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Dawn     
Roberts 

David     
Beardmore 

18th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Dawn    
Roberts 

Judith  
Plant 

David     
Beardmore 

25th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Mary   
Johnson 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Mike     
Deaville 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for May 

4th TBA 

11th Barbara Smith, Zoe Brannan, Dawn Roberts 

18th Sharon Churchill, Marie Bailey 

25th Jill Wheeldon, Judith Forrester, Olga Hunn 

29th May - Ascension Day - 40 Days with the Risen Christ 
 

40 days a er Easter comes Ascension Day. It may seem crazy to call it Easter de 
when Easter is clearly over! - but these are the 40 days during which the Risen 
Christ appeared again and again to his disciples, following his death and         
resurrec on. 
 

The Gospels give us li le of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those forty 
days. Jesus was seen by numerous disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea 
of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged his disciples, and at 
last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the       
Messiah. Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent him, he was now    
going to send them - to all corners of the earth, as his witnesses. 
 

More stories can be found in Ma hew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20. 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@talktalk.net 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
           Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: TBA 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 

 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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Thank you to Chris 
and all the flower 
team who again 
made St Francis’ 

Church so beau ful 
for Easter 


